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Anno Dow. 175%. 


By which MEER Jarrein was raiſed to the 
Government of that Province, together with .- 
thoſe of Bahar and Orixa. ; 


INCLUDIN G 
The Motives to this Enterprize ; the Method in which 
it was accompliſhed; and the Benefits that have ac- 
crued from thence to that Country, our United Com- 
pany trading to the Ea. Indies, and to the Britt py : 
om 2 EE 


ollefted from original Letters we now in che | 
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Printed for A. MiLLAR, in the Strand. 


M.DCC.LXIV. 


HE Succeſs. that has every where at- 
tended the Efforts of the Britifh 
Arms, during the Courſe of this juſt and ne- 
ceſſary War, will render this Period of our 
Hiſtory reſplendent, even to lateſt Ages. 
It ſeems, therefore, requiſite to give the moſt 
accurate and diſtin& Accounts that can be 
obtained of theſe Succeſſes in the remoter 
Parts of the Globe, that the Nature and Con- 
ſequences of them may be the better under- 
ſtood here. The People of Britain are as 
well entitled to know, and will with equal 
Pleaſure read, what has been effected for 
their Service at Bengal, as at Goree; and ac- 
cept as kindly the Laurels brought thera 
from A/ia, as thoſe that come from Afric or 
America. 


In 


iv PREFACE 


In this we follow only the Cuſtom of other 
Nations. The Portugueſe and the Dutch 


_ * have not only general Hiſtories of their At- 


chievements in the Indies, and ſeparate Ac- 
counts of their reſpective Settlements, but 
numerous Memoirs of particular. Expedi- 
tions, in which they have been exceeded by 
the French. We ſhould therefore be want- 
ing to ourſelves, if, having performed as 
great Things as they, and having as authentic 
Vouchers, we ſhould wilfully ſuffer the Me- 
mory of them to be loſt, and the Merits of 
our deſerving Countrymen ſwallowed up in 

Oblivion. 


The following Pages will ſhew, how one 
of our fineſt Settlements in the Eaſt Indies 
was ſuddenly ſacked and ſubverted by the 
Impetuoſity of a young Man, intoxicated 
with Sovereign Power; in what Manner it 
was recovered and reſtored ; the Peril to 
which it was again expoſed from the ſame 
Perſon; and the Means by which it was not 


only reſcued from a Second Deſtruction, but 
the 


r N E F A C R. v 


the Cauſes of theſe Calamities removed; the 


Britiſh Intereſt placed on a more ſolid Baſis 


than ever; with additional Advantages that 
were neyer hoped; ſo that Stability may be 
truly ſaid to have been extracted from inteſ- 
tine Troubles, and Public Miſeries rendered 
the Source of Public Safety and Public Bene: 


fits. ly £540 


But as theſe 3 could never 3 


been performed but by the Aſſiſtance of his 


Majeſty's Fleets and Forces, and as this was 


derived from the conſtant and laudable Con- 


cern of the Adminiſtration, for the Fate of 


Britiſh Subjects wherever diſpoſed, it is but 
a juſt Tribute of Gratitude to ſhew how 
Meaſures ſo wiſely taken, proved ſo ſucceſs- 
ful in the Event, that Poſterity may profit 
by the Example, and our Trade ever meet 
with the like Support, under Officers (if 
they are to be found) of equal Abilities, 


Laſtly, it will appear how far the Nation 
has reaped the Fruits of theſe ſignal Events. 
The 
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The Settlement at Calcutta being not only 
effectually reſtored, but, as far as the Nature 


of Things will admit, its future Safety as ef- 
fectually ſecured, the Honour of the Britiſh 
Name repaired, and the Terror of her Arms 
diffuſed throughout the Eaſt. The Fortunes 
of Britiſb Subjects, ruined in the firſt Cala- 
mity, unprovided for in the Firſt Treaty, en- 

tirely recovered by the Second; many of 
which being now brought over, are actually 
veſted in the Funds or Lands of Great-Bri- 


tain.” 
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extraordinary in its Nature, of ſuck 


India Company, and may poſſibly be of ſuch 
Importance to the Nation, that a ſhort and 
perſpicuous Relation of this memorable Tranſ- 


action cannot but be acceptable to the Public. 


Such a Relation will give a diftin& Idea of 
Things, as to which the World has hitherto had 


but confuſed Notions; diſpoſe all Events re- 


lating thereto in their proper Places, ſo that 
their Motives and Conſequences may be clearly 
underſtood; and ſupply thoſe Chaſms, that di- 
ſturb the Order and deſtroy the Connection be- 
tween the Narratives which have been written 


occaſionally of particular Points of Fact. Be- 
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2 MzMOiAS of 
ſides, it will explain the Conduct of thoſe who i 
have been chiefly inſtrumental i in bringing ſuch . 


this to a happy Concluſion ; will ſhew why 
it was thought neceſſary, and on what Account 
it was originally undertaken z the many, and 
ſome of them formidable, Obſtacles that were 
in the Way; and how theſe were either 
gradually removed, or gloriouſly overcome, 
In a Word, when thoroughly and circum- 
ſtantially explained, it will open as ſingular and 
ſurprizing a Scene to the View of the inquiſi- 
tive and judicious Reader, as perhaps he will 
find in any Hiſtory reſpecting our own Times, 
which, let me have leave to o BY, are thoſe that 
concern us moſt, 


But previous to the Narrative, it will be 
expedient to give a conciſe Account of the 
Inhabitants, and the State of the Govern- 
ment in that Country, where this ſurprizing 
Political Cataſtrophe fell out; and without 
being well acquainted with which, theſe ſuc- 


cinct Memoirs would not only be leſs intelli- 


gible, but, which is yet worſe, would become 


alſo very liable to be miſunderſtood. The Nature 
of Things depends on their Properties, alike 
diſcernable by all who will examine them i 
with equal Care, and with the ſame Degree of lM 

Attention. $3 
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Attention. But the Nature of Facts is deter- 
| N mined by the Circumſtances that attend them z 

and if theſe be not fairly and fully repreſented, 
22 muſt be Siek or at leaſt imperfectiy 


oon of States, a have Recital of Events eſta- 
3 ow: only what Alteration they produced, 
does not at all inform us to what the 
— was owing; gives us no Grounds to 
conclude, as to the Advantages or Diſadvan- 
ages flowing from ſuch a Mutation, and 
HNoes not furniſh us with the Means of framing 
oy probable Conjecture as to the Stability or 
9 Ilnſtability of the New Government. | 


The two great Nations, inhabiting this Part 
of the Indies, differ widely from each other in 
their Complexions, Language, Manners, Diſ- 
wpoſition, and Religion. The Maguls (Mag huls) 
who are commonly called Moors or Moormen, 
Irre a robuſt, ſtately, and, in reſpe& to the 
original Natives, a fair People. They ſpeak 
hat the Eugliſo in India commonly call the 


1 I Moors Ton gue, which is in truth the Perffan, 


r at* leaſt a [Dialect of the Perſian. They 
3 are naturally vain, affect Shew and Pomp in 


every thing, are much addicted to Luxury, 
3 fierce, oppreſſive, and, for the moſt part, very 
g pacious. In reſpect to Religion, of are 


A 2 Mohammedans ; 


4 1855 Mix res oF ] 
Mobammedans; the com mon Sort of the Ser 
of Omar (in which they agree with the Turks) © 
but thoſe of Superior Rank are moſtly of the 
Sect of Ali (which is followed by the Per/ians) i 
and ſome affect to be very devout. Theſe 
have the Dominion, and are poſſeſſed of all 
the Offices of Truſt and Power, in virtue of 
their Deſcent from the Moguls, whoſe Empire 
was eſtabliſhed by Timur, commonly called 
Tamerlane in this Country; but they are now a | 
very mixed People, compoſed of Tartars, | 
"Arabs, and Perfians; more eſpecially of the 3 
laſt mentioned Nation; who for various Rea- 
ſons have quitted their own Country, but 
chiefly for the Sake of that Favour and Pre- 1 
Ferment, which for many Ages they have met 
with at the Court of (Debli) Delly. The 
Gentoows, or Native Indians, are of a ſwarthy 
Aſpect, as their proper Appellation Hinds Wl 
implies; leſs warlike but more active and 

induſtrious than the Moors. T hey are a 

mild, ſubtle, frugal Race of Men, exceedingly 
ſuperſtitious, ſubmiſſive in appearance, but 1 

naturally jealous, ſuſpicious, and perfidious; 

Which is principally owing to that abject Sla- 

very they are kept in by the Moors; and their = 

Vices are ſuch as innate Cunning, of which 
they have a great deal, ſuggeſts to counteract 1 | 

"thoſe of their Maſters. They are divided into 4 

ſeveral | s 
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bn Caſts or Tribes, of which the moſt 
oble is that of the Bramins, and there are alſo 


7 ut not ſo amongſt the wiſer and better Sort. 
heſe Characters are not drawn through any 
irit of Prejudice or Partiality, but from Ex- 
Wrience and Obſervation; and the Faults of 


arts, or Defect in their natural Talents, as 
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| The Mogul, or, as we commonly call him, 
he Great Mogul, is, according to the Con- 
itution of Indoſtan, if Deſpotiſm can with 
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plute as a Monarch can be. He is the ſole 
oſſeſſor of Property, the ſingle Fountain of 
Honour, and the ſupreme Oracle of Juſtice. 
he whole Country belongs to him; all 
onours are Perſonal, are beſtowed by his 
oonty, and reſumed at his Pleaſure 3 his 
Subjects having no other Laws than the Dic- 
tes of his Will. The Omrahs, or Great 
Fords of his Court, who diſcharge the high 
3 Offices in his Houſhold, exerciſe the F unRions 
3A pf Miniſters of State, or hold ſuperior Com- 
14 A 3 mands 
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veral Caſts of theſe. Their Religion is Pa- 
q aniſm, groſs and abſurd among the Vulear, p 


ch do not fo much ariſe from any Want of 


tom their reſpective Conditions, and the bar- 


ny Propriety be ſtiled a Conſtitution, as ab- 


— 
2 


Nabobe, who have again leſſer Governments, 1 
Reign of Aurengzebe, and under the ſhort one 


dethroned, and reſtored by Thamas Kouli | 


5 Mz Mols off 


mands in his Armies, are all Creatures of his | A 
own, and fo are the Governors. of Pro- 


vinces, ſtiled in the Language of the ca 


to which they appoint, called Phouſdaries. | 3 | 
Thus things actually ſtand under the 28 5 


of his Son; but ſince the Days of his Wr 1 
Nate Grandſon, Mohammed Sbab, who Was a 2 


Khan, the Moguls are no more than Shadows 
of what they were; and their Prerogatives 
become rather Sounds than Subſtance. Thoſe 8 
Emirs or Nabobs, who govern great Provin- 
ces, are ſtiled Subahs, which imports che 3M 
ſame as Lord-Lieutenants or Vice-Roys, 
"Theſe Vice-Roys have ever held their Pros | 
vinces of the Mogul, by rendering him 3 
yearly Tribute, and furniſhing their S 4 
of Troops, when demanded for his Service; 
each of them exacting the like Services from 
their ſubordinate Governments; in both the 
Nabobs and Phouſdars were ſupreme, and 
executed a kind of Sovereign Authority, 7 
ſubjeci only to thoſe from whom it was 
delegated, and by whom it might be again 
taken away when they thought fit. But now 
they affect a kind of Independence, ſend their 9 
Tribute to Court when they eſteem it conveni- 9 
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ent, and that is but ſeldom : and devolve. 
their Employments on their Heirs, who 
XZ having immediate Poſſeſſion of the Means, 
X find no great Difficulty in getting themſelves 


confirmed, by making proper Preſents at Delly. 


; If the Mogul attempts to depoſe any of them, 
the Perſon to whom he gives the Commiſſion 


XX muſt raiſe an Army, and force a Paſſage to 


the Government beſtowed upon him, with his 
Sword. The ſame thing happens with regard 
to the Phouſdars, removed by the Subas ; 
and hence the Confuſions that enſue, when- 
ever the Pretenders to the ſame Poſt (who 
are alſo ſometimes ſupported, as their Intereſt 
leads them, by the different trading Nations 
upon the Cooſt) to to gratify their Ambition, 
—_ implacable, ruinous, and endleſs civil 
ars. | 


As to the Gezxtoows, though Multitudes of 
them live in the Cities and Provinces governed 
by the Officers of the Mogul, yet in the 
mountainous Countries, and in ſome others, 
there are many who ſtill maintain their Free- 
dom, or rather are Slaves to Princes of their 
own, ftiled Rajaks, amongſt whom the Ma- 
hah Rajah, or King of the Marattes, is the 
moſt powerful. His Subjects inhabit the 
*— to the South-Eaſt of Goa, and he 

A4 has 
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has ſometimes brought Armies of one Hun- 
dred, and ſometimes of two Hundred Thou- 


ſand Men into the Field, compoſed moſtly of 
Horſe. Theſe, as well as the Troops of the 
leſſer Rajahs, of whom there are many, are 
employed chiefly in predatory Expeditions, 
and by making very rapid Incurſions, and no 
leſs rapid Retreats, do a great deal of Miſchief 
In a very little time. This has induced ſome 
of the wiſeſt amongſt the Mogul Governors 


to conſent to the Payment of an annual 
Tribute, ſtiled the Chout, amounting to a 


fourth Part of the Revenue of the Province, 
to prevent thefe Inroads. The Nabobs like- 
wiſe frequently entertain the Troops of theſe 
Rajahs in Pay, in order to increaſe the Strength 
of their own Armies. From this conciſe Ac- 
count of Things it will ſufficiently appear, 
that the Power of the Mogul is rather nomi- 
nal than real; that a kind of Anarchy reigns 
through the Country; and that where there 
is any thing that reſembles ever ſo imper- 
fectly a Form of Government, it has Force 
for its Baſis, is ſupported by Fraud, and that 
in Fa& there is hardly any ſuch thing as legal 
Authority ſubſiſting in any Part of the Em- 
pire; ſo that to meaſure: the Rectitude of 
Men's Actions in ſuch a Country as this, and 


in relation to ſuch Governors as theſe, by the 
ſame 
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| fame Rules that take Place under regular 
| Eſtabliſhments, where Laws are ſettled and 


known, and where Juſtice is duly: adminiſtred, 


= is not at all founded either in Reaſon or 
Equity. 


The Engliſh eſtabliſhed thei Profideneps at 


MW Calcutta, towards, the Cloſe of the laſt Cen- 
tury, in virtue of a Phirmaund (Firman) 
from the famous Aurengzebe, who much ex- 


tended the Bounds of the Empire on this Side. 


His Firman was confirmed, and the Privileges 
of the Eaſt India Company much augmented 


by his great Grandſon Mohammed Furruksir. 
It is therefore indubitable, that having theſe 
Conceſſions made to them in the moſt ample 


and honourable Manner, and when the Me- 
gu Empire was in its moſt flouriſhing Con- 
$3 dition, the Engliſh Nation had as firm and 
ſolid a Right to their Poſſeſſions and Immu- 
nities as that Conſtitution could give. They 
vere not therefore certainly to be diſturbed 


or controuled by the Governor of the Pro- 


'$ vince, while they behaved themſelves peace- 
ably and properly towards him. 


The Company and the Servants of the 


Company had ſtrictly obſerved the Terms 
upon which they were beſtowed, and were ſo 
modeſt, or rather ſo cautious, as to keep much 


within 


16 Mzuofas of 


within the Bounds of thoſe Conceſſions, and 
choſe rather to wave ſome of their Rights than 
run the Hazard, under ſo unſettled a Govern» 
ment, of affording any Colour of Complaint. 
The fame Spirit prevailed z the ſame Care was 
taken in all the Factories ſubordinate to this 
Preſidency. When Injuries were done them, 
they applied to the Subas for Relief; when 
the Officers of thoſe Vice-Roys, either with 
or without their Knowledge, ventured upon 
Exactions, they proceeded by Remonſtrance. 
If this had its Effect, they thought themſelves 
happy ; if not, they bore it with Patience, of 
which many Inftances might be given. They 
knew very well that Prade was their Bufineſs, 
and that Diſputes with the Country Govern- 
ment muſt be detrimental to their Intereſts ; 
and therefore ſtudied to avoid them. That 
this was really the Caſe, that they had no am- 
bittous Views, that they had not the ſmalleſt 
Intention to perplex or to interfere with the 
late Suba, appears to Demonſtration, from his 
not attempting to fix any ſuch thing upon 
them; and ſtill more ſo, from the Condition 
in which he found them. 


The old Suba of the three Provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, who had advan- 
ced himſelf, and ſeized that Dignity in the 

| uſual 
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uſual Way, by a fortunate: Audacity, flicking! 
at nothing to gratify his Thirſt for Power, 
Aliverdy Cawn, died much advanced in Years, 
April the gth, 1756, and was ſucceeded by 
his adopted Son Suraja Dowlat (Sur. Rajab at 
Dowlat) who began his Adminiſtration with 
Acts of Violence, and Breach of Faith to fome 
of his own Family; and by that time he had 
been a Month in Poſſeſſion of the high Office 
he aſſumed, manifeſted his Averſion to "me 
Engliſh. 


On what his Reſentment to the Bruißs 
Nation was founded, he was himſelf at a Loſs 
to ſay; and the trivial, inconſiſtent, and in 
various reſpects ill · grounded Pretences, | he 
afterwards ſuggeſted, as the Motives to his 
Conduct, evidently ſhew they were contrived 
rather to hide, than to declare the Intentions 
from which he really ated. It has been af- 
ſerted, and very probably not without ſuffi- 
cient Foundation, that ſome who knew his 
violent and rapacious Diſpoſition, made their 
Court to him, by repreſenting, that the Euro- 
peans ſettled in the Provinces he poſſeſſed 
were immenſely rich ; that he might well ex- 
pect conſiderable Sums from them to merit his 
Favour and Protection upon his Acceſſion to 

the Government; that he had a Force — 


more 


n 
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more than was adequate to the cruſhing them 
| abſolutely, if he fo pleaſed ; that by compell- 
ing them, under Colour of their coming as 
Merchants only into Indoſtan, to deſiſt from 
raiſing any new Fortifications, he would have 
them always at his Mercy; and that in order 
to ſucceed effectually, and with little Trouble, 
he ſhould, to prevent their making it a com- 
mon Cauſe, break only with one Nation at 
a time; and firſt with the Britiſp. who could 
pay him beſt, and whoſe Submiſſion would 
prove an effectual Precedent to the French and 
Dutch, It is not unlikely, that the Authors 
of this Advice might alſo undertake to nego- 
tiate a Compromiſe at a proper Juncture. 
This, however, is certain; that, before he 
proceeded to Hoſtilities, he had determined ta 
reduce Calcutta, and had taken all his Mea- 
ſures for that Purpoſe, and diſpoſed his In- 
ſtruments properly with that View. 


Caffimbuzar being ſituated, as it were, at 
his Door, was of courſe the firſt attacked. 
He cauſed the Place to be inveſted on the 
Twenty-ſecond of May, by a numerous Body 
of Troops, and then invited Mr. Watts, who 
was Chief of the Factory, to a Conference, 
upon a Safe-Condut, As the Place (in the 
Opinion of the beſt J udges) Was indefenſible, 

1 


Ide Revolution in BEN OAL. 13 
and if it had been defenſible, was without a 
Garriſon; as in point of Ceremony it was the 
uſual Cuſtom for the Chief of that Factory to 
compliment every new Suba on his aſſuming 
that Office, and Mr. Vaits had all imaginable 
Reaſon to hope a good Reception, he accepted 
that Invitation, and went to the Suba's Camp, 
where, contrary to his Faith, and in Breach of 
thoſe Engagements which are in that Country 
held ſacred, he ſeized and detained him, till 
by purſuing the ſame Conduct, and intermix- 
ing Fraud and Force againſt thoſe who had 
not the Means, and perhaps were doubtful 
whether they had any Authority to reſiſt, he 
poſſeſſed himſelf of Cafſimbuzar, on the Fourth 
of June, and then made no farther Secret of 
his Deſign to deprive the Engliſb of all their 
Settlements, to which, according to the Con- 
ſtitution of the Mogul Empire, they had a 
much better Right than he had to his Domi- 
nions. Thus the Troubles of Bengal were be- 
gun by him in whoſe Ruin they ended. 


This Step taken, his next Enterprise was 
directly againſt Calcutta; to reduce which, 
the Suba marched with an Army of Seventy 
thouſand Men, and, when he became Maſter 
of it, acted with a Degree of inſolent Cruelty, 


of which the World is too well apprized al- 
ready, 
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ready, to need any Detail of it here, Let it 


ſuffice then to ſay, that the Suba wreaked his 
Malice, for Vengeance it could not be ſtiled, 
upon a Multitude of innocent People, who 
had never given him the ſmalleſt Offence. 
Having deſtroyed the Place, recalled, and then 
again diſperſed the Inhabitants, and with the 
ſame lawleſs Violence extorted large Sums 
from the French and Dutch Factories, that he 
might ſeem to manifeſt a general Diſtaſte to 
Europeans, he returned to Muxadavad in 
Triumph. 


He had full five Months from this Period 
to recollect himſelf, and to conſider the Effects 
of theſe bold and arbitrary Proceedings, and 
in which he might have concerted either the 
Means of reſtoring the Peace of the Province, 


or of fortifying his own Strength in ſuch a 
manner as to be able to make Head againſt all 


his Enemies; for he began to find, that beſides 
thoſe this wanton Exerciſe of his Power had 
excited, he had ſeveral amongſt ſuch as had 


been ſubject to the Authority, and even ſin- 


cerely attached to the Perſon of his Predeceſ- 
ſor. But his extreme Haughtineſs, and his 


perpetual Suſpicions, joined to the natural 


Mutability of his Temper, and Want of Ex- 
being a very young Man, rendered 
him 
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him equally incapable of correcting paſt Ex- 
tors, or of digeſting any well. connected Plan. 

and ſupporting it with that Fitmneſs without 

XX which Succeſs is not to be expected. Sometimes 

7 obſtinate, moſtly irreſolute, he forfeited equally 

by an unaccountable Compound of F ickleneſs 

1 nd Severity, loſt the Confidence of all, and 

excited the Secret Hatred of _ of thoſe 

T&F who were about him, 


= On the Fifth of December Admiral Watſon 
XX anchored with his Squadron in Ballaſore Road, 
to which Place Mr. Waits and Mr. Becber, 
voth Gentlemen of the Council, were ſent to 
JF _—— his Arrival, and to acquaiat him 
wich the Situation of their Affairs; Mr. Watts 
4 W having been releaſed by the Nabob in July. 
Ten Days after the Squadron arrived at Fulta, 
where, without Lofs of Time, Meaſures were 
DE concerted for retrieving the Honour of the 
8-72 Nation, and reſtoring the Affairs of 
the Company. The Force was not great, but 
it was directed by Men of determined Cou- 
Tra A , and of diſtinguiſhed Capacities. Admi- 
4 1 Fral Watſon, and the Commander in Chief of 
the Land Forces, Colonel Clive, who, after 
ee Wonders in other Parts of the 
Judiis, came to perform ſtill greater Wonders 
here, 
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here, and brought with him a Reputation 
that abundantly ſupplied the Want of Num- 
bers. On the Twenty-eighth, the Fleet pro- 
ceeded up the River. On the Twenty-ninth, 
Colonel Clive landed; and the very next Day, 
with the Aſſiſtance of the Squadron, made 
himſelf Maſter of the Fort of Bu/budgia ;' 
which, though a Place of great Strength, if it 
had been well defended, was taken with little 
Loſs, and proved the happy Omen of all the 
mighty Things | which afterwards followed, 

On New-Year*s-Day, 1757, ſome of kin 
Majeſty's Ships cannonaded the Batteries, 
which had been conſtructed by the Enemy 
for the Defence of Calcutta, where they had 
a conſiderable Force; and this with ſuch 
Succeſs, that when the Troops debarked, they 
were abandoned. On the Second, the Eng- 
gliſh re- poſſeſſed themſelves of their demo- 
liſhed Settlement; finding in the Fort, as they 
had done on the Batteries, a numerous Artil- 
lery left behind, by thoſe who had not either 
Skill or Courage to uſe them. After this Sue- 
ceſs, it was reſolved to proceed up the River 
to Hugbley, a very populous Town, full of 
Warehouſes and Magazines; and in that, as 
well as other reſpects, a Place of Conſe- 
quence; and ſo much the ſafer from our 
8 bp: Naval 
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3 Naval F orce, as it could not be reached by 
large Ships. On the Fifth, Captain Smith in 
the Bridgewater, and the Sloop of War, an- 
chored within Reach, and fired warmly upon 
| the Town ; and being ſeconded by all the 
1 armed Boats in the Fleet, it was very ſoon re- 
auced. The better to diſtreſs the Enemy, 
1 the more to alarm the Province, arid to work 
3 upon the Suba's governing Paſſion, Fear; Or- 
ders were given, though with much Reluctance, 
for burning the Houſes, and for deſtroying, 
particularly, all the Magazines on both Sides 
of the River; which Orders were very 
Y punctually executed, and thereby ſpeedily pro- 
aduced the deſired Effects. 


Both Vice-Admiral Vatſon and Colonel 
Clive had written, towards the Cloſe of the 
rreceding Year, in as civil and polite Terms 


would allow, with a View to bring about a 
Treaty. But that Prince, who had an Army 
bout him, and whoſe Reſentments ran as 
Pigh as ever, was either not inclined, or did 
Wot care to ſhew an Inclination, to come 
wo any Terms. It was this, that made the 
Expedition to Hughley "requiſite z and upon 
he Loſs of that, and the Supplies he had 
ere, his Confidence immediately abated, 
1 B and 
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and he condeſcended to anſwer the Letters, 
affirming that he had already written, 
but that he had Reaſon to believe, thoſe 
Letters had not been delivered. Yet even 
now, when he found it was neceſſary to offer 
a Negotiation, and to expreſs a Willingneſs to 
reinſtate the Company in their Factories, he |; 
added, as if requiſite to ſupport his Character, 
that if the Engliſb thought they could reap ' 
greater Benefits by purſuing the War, they 
might ſtill proceed. in their military Opera- 
tions; as if, by this Appearance of Indifference, | 
he could conceal the Terror he was under, 
from what had already happened. To ſup-- 
port this Air of Intrepidity, he made, at the 
fame Time, a Motion with his Army towards 


Calcutta. 


Colonel Clive having com municated theſe 
Propoſals to the Select Committee, entruſted 
with the Management of the Affairs of the 
Factory, they ſent Meſſieurs Walſb and 
Scrafton, as Deputies, to the Camp of the 

Suba, who, either deceived by this into an 
Opinion that he was ſtill formidable to the 
Engliſh, or deſirous of impoſing upon the 
Deputies, behave towards them with ſuch a 
Mixture of Haughtineſs and Contempt, as gare 
little r of their making any great Progreſs 
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in their Buſineſs; and therefore, after ſome 


Delay, the Vice-Admiral and the Colonel were 


obliged to reſume their former Meaſures, and 


to think of making a freſh Impreſſion on the 
Suba, that might convince him he had as much 
to dread from the Land- Forces as the Fleet. In 
order to this, it was concerted, that a De- 


tachment of Seamen, commanded by Captain 
XX Parwick, ſhould land and join the Army, 


and that Colonel Clive ſhould then force the 
Nabob's Camp. The Captain accordingly de- 
barked, upon the Fifth of Febraary, about 
One in the Morning: At Two they came up 


| with the Forces, which were under Arms. 
"XX By Three, every Thing was in Order, and 
they began to move towards the Enemy; the 
Sailors attending the Train, which conſiſted 
of Six Field Pieces, and one Haubitzer. About 
IM Five, the Action began, and the Artillery 


playing on the Right and Left, Colonel Clive 


IM marched his Troops directly through the 
Camp of the Suba; though he had between 
Forty and Fifty thouſand Men, and obliged 
bim, with great Lofs, to diſlodge, and even 
to abandon ſome of the Poſts that he took 
after his Retreat; and this, with very little 
Detriment t6 his very ſmall Army, not above 


Forty Men being killed, and not ſo many as 
1 | Seventy 


20 . Mr NMOIRS of | 
Seventy wounded, This briſk Attack, ſe- 
conded by a Letter from Vice-Admiral Wat- 
ſon, intimating, that this was a Specimen 
only of what the Britiſ Arms, when pro- 
voked, could perform, anſwered the Intention 
perfectly. The Suba immediately deſired to 
'renew the Negotiation, which went on with 
ſuch Alacrity, that it was concluded and 
figned upon the Ninth, by which an End was 
put to a War, that had ſubſiſted about Nine 
Months. This Treaty was conceived in the 
following Terms. 


I. Whatever Rights and Privileges the King 
has granted the Engliſo Company, in their 
Phirmaund, and the Huſhulhoorums ſent 
from Delly, ſhall not be diſputed, or taken 
from them; and the Immunities therein 
mentioned,. be acknowledged and ſtand good. 
Whatever Villages are given the Company by 
the Phirmaund, ſhall likewiſe be granted, 
notwithſtanding they have been denied by 
former Subas. The Zemindars of thoſe Vil- 
lages not to be hurt or diſplaced, without 
Cauſe: 
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II. All Goods paſting and repaſſing through 

the Country, by L.and or Water, with Eng- 

liſb Duſticks, ſhall be exempt from any Tax, 
Fee, or Impoſition whatever. 


T agree to this. 


III. All the Company's Factories, ſeized 
by the Nabob, ſhall be returned. All Mo- 
nies, Goods, and Effects, belonging to the 
Company, their Servants and Tenants, and 
which have been ſeized and taken by the 
Nabob, ſhall be reſtored ; what has been 
plundered and pillaged by his People, made 
good by the Payment of ſuch a Sum of Mo- 
ney, as his Juſtice ſhall think reaſonable. 


T agree to reſtore whatever bas heen ſeized 
and taken by my Orders, and accounted for in 
my Sincaty. 


IV. That we have Permiſſion to fortify 


Calcutta, in ſuch Manner as we may thiok 


= | prope without Interruption. 


þ : 
T conſent to this. 


V. That we ſhall have Liberty to. coin 
Siccas, both of Gold and Silver, of equal 


Weight and Fineneſs with thoſe of Muxadavad, 
which ſhall paſs in the Provinces, 
J con- 
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i conſent to the Engliſh Company's coining 
their own Imports of Bullion and Gold into 
Siccas. 


VI. That a Ticks ſhall be ratified, by 
Signing and Sealing, and ſwearing to abide 
by the Articles therein contained; not only 
by the Nabob, but his principal Officers and 
Münter. | 

7 have ſealed and rel the Articles, deer 
tbe Preſence of God. 


— 


VII. That Admiral Watſon and Colonel 
Clive, on the Part and Behalf of the "Engliſh 
Nation, and of the Company, do agree to 
live in a good Underſtanding with the Nabob, 
to put an End to theſe Tronbles, and to be in 
Friendſhip with him, while theſe Articles are 
performed and obſerved by the Nabob. 1 


I have ſealed and Pe the ie: 
Articles, upon theſe Terms, that. if the. 
Governor and Council will fign and ſeal them 
with the Company's Seal, and will ſwear m 
the Performance on their Part, 1 then cn 
ſent and agree to them, 8 


In this Treaty, the intelligent Reader = 
ſee, 
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ſee, there were Three great Points ſufficiently 
explained, to ſhew the Injuſtice and Oppreſ- 
ſion of the Suba, in his Attack upon the 
| Engliſh Settlements, even upon Reflection in 
his own Opinion, tho' far from being as con- 
cluſive in reſpect to the Remedies and In- 
demnifications, that, in conſequence of ſo full 
a Declaration, were to be procured. The Firſt 


regard the Poſſeſſions, Immunities, and 

Privileges, conceded to the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, by the Royal Phirmaund, which Suraja 
X Dowlat acknowledged to have violated, pro- 
miſed Reſtitution, and undertook, in the 
IT moſt ſolemn Manner, not to invade them 


again. But as this was conceived only in 
general Terms, theſe Rights, and the Limits 
of their reſpective Poſſeſſions, required a 
thorough Diſcuſſion, The next was, as to 
the Fortifications of Calcutta; the Legality 
and Expediency of which he now admitted in 
their utmoſt Extent, as being plainly neceſ- 


ſary to the Security of the Place, the Britif 


"IT Inhabitants, and even of the Magul's Sub- 
jects, living under its Protection; and to this 


was added, the Coinage of their own Imports, 
in Gold and Silver, to which they had always 
a Right, though it had not been exerciſed, 


The laſt was, the full and immediate 
. B 4 Compenſation, 
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Compenſation, which he ſtipulated, for all 
the Damages the Company, and thoſe de: 
pendent upon it, had ſuſtained; but which 
he contracted only to make, ſo far as the 
Produce of the Plunder ſhould appear to 
have come into his Hands. It was evident, 
therefore, that, though in Words and in Ap- 
pearance much had been obtained by the 
Peace, this ſtill depended, -in a great Mea- 
ſure, as to the moſt material Part, the Per- 
formance, on the proper Settling of theſe Ar- 
ticles, and the Liquidation of the Damages, 
in reference to which, the Sincerity of the 
Suba's Intention, and his Readineis to execute 
what he had undertaken, was almoſt the 
ſole Security. In order to adjuſt theſe Points, 
without which the Treaty was of very little 
Conſequence to thoſe ruined and undone by 
the War, the Select Commirtee very properly 
made choice of Mr. William Malis, wha 
had been their Chief at Cofimbuzar, who 
was one of the Members of that Committee, 
a Perſon well known to; the Nabob, and who 
had been, as the Suba himſelf, owned, the firſt 
innocent and cauſlelels Victim to his Reſent- 
ment, or rather Caprice. His Acceptance of 
this Commiſſion, by which he Was again to 
put himſelf into the Power of this upſtegdy 
Fe P rince, 
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Prince, in ſo critical a Conjuncture, and charged 
with ſo troubleſome and intricate a Negotiation, 
was a very full Proof of his Fidelity to, and 
Zeal for, the Intereſts of the Company; as it 
likewiſe was an evident Teſtimony of the good 
Opinion of his Aſſociates; who, upon mature 


9 ; Deliberation, inveſted him ſolely with ſo Wm a 


© ö 
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He was, indeed, in every reſpect, fitteſt 
for this Employment (had there been any 
Competitor); an Employment, by far the 
weightieſt, and of the moſt Conſequence, of 
any in Bengal. He had been many Years in the 
Country; was well acquainted with the Lan- 
guage," as well as accuſtomed to the Manners 
and Diſpoſition of the Inhabitants; was much 
sſteemed, and had many Connections with 
hem. He underſtood their Politics alfo, at 
eaſt as much as ſuch fluctuating Politics as 
theirs could be underſtood; the true Intereſt 
cf the Province, and the Conſtitution of n- 
diftan in general, and the State of the neigh- 
buring Governments in particular. Beſides, 
7 he was perſonally known to all the Mini- 
ſtes, and had received very ſingular Marks 
of Efteem from the Suba himſelf. Add to 

i iy ihis, that the Company, in caſe of the 


Death 
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Death' or Reſignation of Mr. Drake, had 


appointed this Gentleman to the Government 
of Calcutta, which, taken together, proves, that 
this Choice was not the Work of Chance or 


Favour, but proceeded from mature Delibera+ 
tion, and. a juſt Regard to the Conſequence of 
that Negotiation, in which he was to be 6 em. 
ployed. 


The Perplexities ſpringing from ſuch a Va- 
riety and Complication of Matters that were 
to be adjuſted, the Mutability of the Suba's 


Nature, and his Want of Judgment and Ex- 


perience, and the Difficulties naturally ariſing 
in ſettling the Conceſſions, which had been juſt 
extorted from him by Treaty, were not the 
only Circumſtances that embarraſſed this Ne- 


gotiation. The French, perfectly well in 
formed of every Step taken or intended, ane 
no leſs ſkilled in the Art of Intrigue, had mot 
effectually retained ſeveral of thoſe whon 
the Suba frequently conſulted, or chiefy 
truſted, in their Intereſt, by gtatifying then 
with Preſents. They had ſtill a more power- 
ful Tie on them than this, being in Dt 
Thirteen Lack of Rupees, or upwards of Cne 
hundred and Sixty thouſand Pounds Sterlug, 
to JAbu, Seat, the greateſt Banker in the 
Abe Empire 


Fog 
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1 Empire of Tndoſtan, and the Second in Power 
in Bengal; to whoſe Advice for many Years 
paſt the Subas paid the greateſt Attention. 
They very well knew, that Men might be. 
XX falſe to their Benefactors; but they rightly 
WE judged, that even the worſt of Men, more 
1 . eſpecially when avaricious, would be true, 
vhere they could not poſſibly be falſe, with- 
cout betraying their own Intereſt. Under 
Circumſtances like theſe, there was no Proba- 
= bility, indeed there was no Poſſibility, of ſo 
much as attempting any Thing, but in the 
Mode of the Court; that is, by oppoſing Cor- 
ruption to Corruption, making Friends of the 
Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, and getting up- 
on even Ground with thoſe with whom they 
oF were obliged to contend, | 


But in order to underſtand the whale: of 
3 this Matter thoroughly, we mult conſider the 
State that Affairs were then in, with reſpect 
to the two contending Nations. Advice of the 
breaking out of the War between Great Bri- 
ain and France arrived in India the very Day 
after the Treaty was concluded with the Suba, 
and of courſe opened a new Scene. From being 
commercial and political Rivals, we were now 
become open Enemies; a Circumſtance which 
| 5 We 
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we were very ſure the French would improve, 
and which therefore it was our Duty not to 
neglect. We had at preſent a Fleet and an Ar- 


my; for however ſmall they might be, as Mat- 


ters ſtood, they both deſerved thoſe Titles, and 
this gave us great Advantages. On the other 
Hand, the former was ſoon to quit the Coaſt, 
and perhaps Part of the latter, which was a 
great Diſadvantage. The capital Point, there- 
fore, was to avail ourſelves of them, while they 
remained, ſo as to ſettle Things upon a ſtable 


Foundation, with regard to the French, as well 


as to the Nabob, before the Seaſon came in 
which the Fleet was to return. In reſpe& 
to the former, the Admiral and Colonel Clive, 
with the Aſſiſtance of the Select Committee, 


were to take the beſt Meaſures they could; and 1 


Mr. Watts was to regulate the latter; and his 
Succeſs, or Want of Succeſs, muſt have appa- 
rently had ſuch an Influence upon the Whole, 
that the Reader moſt certainly needs not be in- 


formed how much depended upon his Courage, 


Conduct, and Capacity, 


The Intereſt the French had in the Court 
of the Suba, and their Method of acquiring it, 
have been already ftated. | This they would 
have underſtood to be barely for their own Sup- 

port 
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port and Security; but however, there were 
ſome Surmiſes, that it was alſo, and had ever 
been, not a little to our Prejudice. It was 
SF whiſpered, that the Favour ſhewn them, in 


| Compariſon of the Dutch, after the Deſtruc- 
tion of our Settlements, when he affected to 
fine both Nations for augmenting the Works 
about their reſpective Factories, was, in Conſi- 
deration of their having ſecretly furniſhed Ar- 
tillery, when he marched againft Calcutta. This 
vas a Suſpicion in the Indies, and as ſuch on- 
iy is mentioned; but it is very certain, that 
the Letters wrote Home to Europe were en- 
, airely in Suraja Dorvlat's Favour, containing 
i a very unfair, and, which was much worſe, a 
N very plauſible, but utterly falſe Repreſentation 


of the Grounds of the Quarrel, which was pub- 
[liſhed to our Prejudice in all the foreign Ga. 
zettes. 


When Mr. Watts ſet out for the Suba's Re- 
ſidence, he was accompanied by Omichund, 
an eminent Merchant of Calcutta, who was 
vel known to the Suba, and his Miniſters. 
Tbis Merchant Mr. Watts ſent to Hugbley, 
to diſcover, as far as he could, what were 
[the real Intentions of the Moors, in cafe we 
attacked Chandenagore. He returned the next 
Day 
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Day, February 18th, with a very diſtin Ac- 
count. He had been informed by Nauncomar, 
the Phouſdar, or Governor of Hugbley, that 
the very Day before, Two Perſons, Seen Baw- 
boo and Montra Mull, arrived from the Na- 
bob, with a Lack of Rupees, as a Preſent to 
the French Factory; and alſo with Orders to 
the Phouſdar to aſſiſt the French, if attacked; 
or, if they were the Aggreſſors, to affift the 
Engliſh. Mr. Watts was too well acquainted 
with the Genius of the Moors, and the Tem- 
per of the Suba, to be deceived by this Shew 
of Impartiality. He conſidered the Preſent as 
a Declaration in favour of the French; and the 
Stile of his Orders as calculated to amuſe the 
Engliſh. Omichund was entirely of the ſame 
Opinion. Mr. Watts, therefore, adviſed the 
Select Committee to attack Chandenagore with- 

out Delay, aſſuring them, that they had nothing 
to apprehend from the Reſentment of the Su- 
ba; that if once the two Nations were engaged 
in Hoſtilities, the Moors would not come to 
the Succour of either ; and that after all, there 
were but Three hundred Match lock Men in 
Haghley. He ſaw, from the Beginning, the 
Miſchief that was to be feared; and the only 
Remedy that could be applied. He therefore 
very freely pointed out the one, and very 
| warmly 
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warmly. recommended the other. It had been 
a very happy Event if his Counſel. had been 
then taken, EEE HEH 4S7 tf 
On the Foam: firſt of February, in, the 
Evening, Mr, Waits arrived in the Camp, and 
had his Audienee of the Suba, who embraced. 
him, gave him the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances that 
every thing fhould be adjuſted ſpeedily, and to 
his Satisfaction; adding a Promiſe of the Sur- 
pau, (Sirrapah) or Veſt of Honour, which, 
however, Mr. Walts declined receiving, till 
they came to Muvadavad. He was very ſoon 
ſenſible of the Diffculty of his Taſk, the 
Pains he muſt be at in tracing the Goods ta- 
ken from their ſeveral Factories, the Procur- 
ing actual Reſtitution in ſome Caſes, an equi- 
table Equivalent in others; the reftoring a free 
Commerce, which had been ſtopped, by ex- 
preſs Orders, from the very Beginning of the 
Troubles; and in doing all this,. of the almoſt 
inſurmountable Obſtacles that the Mutability of 
the Suba's Inclinations, the Intrigues of the 
French, the Inſinuations of Miniſters, ſwayed. 
ſolely by their own, Intereſts, would throw in 
his Way. But he ſaw, that the, true Source of 
all theſe Embarraſſments was the Suba's Inſin- 
cerity, and the Scheme he had formed, of. re- 
ſuming 
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ſuming his Deſpotiſm in regard to the Europe- 
ans, by borrowing their own Aſſiſtance, and 
playing one Nation againſt another, till, by 
the weakening of their Forces in ſuch Diſputes, 
he became too ſtrong for both. His Project 
was too great for his Capacity ; ; he did what he 
could to execute it, but it was beyond his Force, 


and his very Manner of managing it defeated 
his Deſign. 


The public Declarations of this irreſolufe 
Prince, were diametrically oppoſite to the whole 
Tenor of his Conduct. He had no ſooner con- 
cluded the Treaty with Us, than he wrote to 
Admiral Watſon in ' the warmeſt Tertns 'of 
Friendſhip, and in a very remarkable Letter to 
Colonel Clive aſſures him, that our Enemies 
ſhould be his, as he expected that we ſhould 
look upon his Enemies as ours; and that he 
depended upon the Aſſiſtance of the Engliſh for 
maintaining the future Tranquillity of his Do- 
minions. But when Mr. Watts communicated 
to him at large the Reaſons that might induce 
us to reduce the French Settlement at Cbande- 
nagore, he made no Scruple of altering his Lan- 
guage, He then ſaid, he would not ſuffer the 
Peace of his Territories to be violated by either 
Nation; that he would protect both, while 

they 
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they remained quiet; that he would aſſiſt the 
French with all his Forces, if we, after this, 
ever attacked them; and that he would join 1 
us in like Manner, if we were attacked by the = 
French. All this, however, was far from im- 
poling:on thoſe who were at the Head of our 
Affairs. Mr. Watts framed his Precautions ſo 
well, that he knew exactly the Meafures which 
the Suba took, or was inclined to take, and 
cave the moſt early Intelligence of them to the 
Select Committee, who, from thence, were 
well enabled to take their own; by which his 
Schemes were diſappointed without Noiſe, and 
without ſo much as ſuſpecting their having any 
ſuch Informations; though theſe came chiefly- | 
from his o. Head-Spy, whom, by an Applica- 
tion theſe Sort of People rarely can reſiſt, Mr. 
Waits had brought over entirely to the Com- 
rr 's Intereſts. | ' 


By comparing his private Intrigues with ſome 
of his more public Tranſactions, there could 
not be a Shadow of Doubt left as to his real In- 
tentions, though he always diſſembled, and of- 
ten diſavowed them. Immediately after his 
Treaty with us, and conſequently after he/knew: 
that they were our Enemies, he beſtowed upon 
them Nen conſpicuous Marks of Kindneſs; and | 
C n | 
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ſuch as could not fail of affording Umbrage to 
the Engliſh. He made them, as has been be- 
fore-· mentioned, a Preſent of a Lack of Rupees 
in ready Money; he cancelled an Obligation 
they had given him for twice that Sum ; he 
promiſed them the Privileges of a Mint; he 
propoſed granting them a very conſiderable 
Augmentation of Territory; and even went ſo 
far, as to offer them the Poſſeſſion of the City 
of - Hughley, Theſe were Circumſtances that 
indicated their ſtanding much in his good 
Graces, or that he expected from them Ser- 
vices equivalent to theſe ſubſtantial and extra- 
ordinary Benefits. The Truth, as far as it eould 
ever be diſcovered, was this: They, and his 
Miniſters in their Intereſt, made him believe 
their Strength in his Dominions to be very far 
beyond what it really was. Beſides this, they 
magnified their Succeſſes in other Parts, and 
took a great deal of Pains to perſuade him, 
that Mr. Buſſy, with a very numerous Army, 
was within a little Diſtance! of his Territories, 
and might either fall upon, or come to his Sup- 
port againſt, any Enemy, according as he 
ſhould- behave towards them. Theſe Repre- 
ſentat ions, the Nature-of-the*Suba conſidered, 
may in ſome meaſure, and only in fome mea- 
ſute, account for the Part thay awed 
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As Mr. Watts was upon the Spot, watch- 
ed every Motion of the Suba, knew. exattly 
the Character of his Courtiers and principal 
Miniſters; and had the moſt certain Intelli- 
gence of every thing that paſſed, he continued 
to repreſent the Neceſſity of attacking Chande- 
nagore. He ſaw that, as far as his Timidity 
would ſuffer him to go, the Suba was already 
united to the French. He was ſatisfied that he 
dealt deceitfully with the Exgliſo; more eſpe- | 
cially after Mr. Watts prevailed on Colonel 
Clive to write to the Suba, in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms, that he might confide in him on every 
Occaſion; and that on any Emergency he would 
march at his Requeſt to his Aſſiſtance, againſt 
all his Enemies. After this, the Suba never 
mentioned any Deſire or Thoughts of demand- 
ing Aid from the Britiſh Nation. Mr. Watts 
was therefore convinced that we could never 
gain him ; and that, though now he tempo- 
rized, he waited * a fit Seaſon to act againſt 
us, in Conjunction with the French, upon whom 
he was daily heaping Favours, while it was, with 
much Pifficulty, and in conſequence of repeated 
Sollicitations, he was ever brought to do com- 
mon Juſtice to us. In this Situation Mr. atis 
exhorted the Admiral, the Colonel, and the Ser 
left Committee, not to let flip this favourable 

C 2 Op- 
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Opportunity, and to apprehend nothing from 
the Suba's Reſentwent, who would never ven- 
ture to give them any Succours, or take an 
open Part in their Favour, or to our Prejudice. 
But if the Fleet was once gone, and a fair Occa- 
ſion offered, he would as certainly embrace it, 
and begin a new War, with as little Scruple as 
he had done the laſt, with more Advantage on 

his Side, and leſs on ours: Arguments, which, 
though ſtrong and ſelf-evident, did not meet | 
yan general Acceptance, | 


The Select Committee, "Wes they pad 
great Deference to the Advice, and had a very 
juſt Senſe of the Zeal of Mr. Watts, for the 
Nation and the Company's Service; yet they 
were very unwilling to venture again upon Hoſ- 
tilities, from a ſtrong Suſpicion that the Suba, 
whether he actually joined the Enemy or not, 
would ſuſpend the Execution of the Treaty, 
renew the Interruption of their Trade; and by 
that Means hinder their Inveſtments for another 
Year. They, knew ſo well, and dreaded ſo 
much, the Conſequences that would have i Inevi- 
tably attended ſuch an Event, that, in Spite of* 
all Mr. Watts could alledge," they inclined to 
a Neutrality. This was an Expedient the Su- 


ba had propoſed, and was another viſible In- 
dication 


LA 
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dichtion of what were his ſecret and ſettled In- 
tentions. The Sentiments, or rather the Soli- 
citations of the Select Committee, prevailed 
upon che Admiral and the Colonel to acquieſce 
in this Plan; inſomuch that the latter wrote in 
very ſtrong and pathetic Terms to the Suba, 
informing him, that whatever Repreſentations 
of a contrary Nature he might have received, 
yet himſelf was very confident, that his Forces 
were able to reduce Chandenagore in Two Days; 
nevertheleſs, in Conſideration of the great R- 
pugnancy he ſhewed to the diſturbing the Tran- 
quility of the Province, he would, out of pure 
Regard to the Suba's Frieadibip, conſent to 
ſuch a Neutrality as he propoſed, provided it 
was guarantied by him, and he ſolemnly under- 
took to act with all his Forces againſt that Na- 
tion by which it was firſt Oe: | 


When Mr. IWatts t this after all he had 
offered againſt it, this Point was driven thus 
far, and that in all Probab. lity | it would be ſpee- 
dily concluded, he turned his Thoughts to the 
giving it ſtill greater Security, and with that 
View adviſed, that Juggut Seat ſhould under- 
take for the due Performance of whatever 
ſhould be agreed upon by the French; which, 
eee the Influence that his Debt gave 
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him over them, and the high Credit in which he 
ſtood with the Suba and his Miniſters, appeared 
to be the only Method of giving to this Mea- 
ſure the utmoſt Conſiſtency of which it was ca- 
pable. This ſhews how perfectly well diſpoſed 
Mr. Watts was to facilitate any Step taken for 
the Company's Service, though ever ſo contrary 
to his own Opinion; and at the ſame Time af, 
fords a Proof of his thorough Knowlege of Men 
and. Things i in that Country, by which he was 
enabled to deviſe the Means of rendering this 
Convention more ſafe and more effectual, than 
any that had been propoſed by ſuch as had ori- 
ginally planned, and now preſſed its Execution. 
Bug, though he diſcovered ſo much Integrity, 
and. ſo. much Abilitics in ſuggeſting this addi- 
tional Strength to a Neutrality, he ſtill looked 
ypon it as diametrically oppoſite to the Compa- 
ny's true Intereſt, and as the ſingle Step that 
could. ever put it in the Power of the Suba and 
the French, to bring their deep: and dangerous 
Feder to bear. 8 
But ken al ſeemed to be ablolotely ſettled, 
and nothing wanting to this Neutrality but the 
concluding and ſigning i it in Form, the French 
themſelves overturned it, by avowing that they 
no ſuffcient Authority to ſupport an Act of 
thag 
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chat Nature, which might be declared vid 
by their Superiors. "Mr. Watts immediately 
laid hold on and improved this very unexpected 
Incident, by repreſenting, in the ſtrongeſt Light, 
to the Suba, the Condeſcenſion ſhewn him by | 
the Britiſh by accepting, and the Indignity 
fered to him by the French in rejecting, his Ex- 
pedient. This had ſo great an Effect, that in 
the Firſt Tranſport of his Reſentment, he di- 
rected a Letter to be written to Vice-Admiral 
Hal ſon, in which he tacitly permitted the At- 
tack of the French Factory, by recommending 
Mercy to the Enemy when it ſhould be re- 
duced; and deſiring the military Operations pf 
the Exel iſh might be conducted with as litt | 
Prejudice to his Country, or Diſturbance to his 
People, as it was poſſible. Mr. Watts, who 
had ſecured the Suba's Secretary to our Intereſt, 
engaged him to pen this i important Epiſtle 1 in a 
proper Stile, ſo as to permit. the Attack imme- 
diately, and to diſpatch it without Delay; Pre- 
cautions, which were of the utmoſt Conſe- 
quence, and which, in the Event, gave us all 
thoſe Advantages we afterwards reaped, and 
which, through the Bleſſing of Divine Provi- 
dence, we Nil) poſſeſs in Bengal. 
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As there was great Addreſs uſed in obtaining 
this Letter, ſo it arrived in the moſt critical 
Conjuncture. For, notwithſtanding the French 
had avowed their Want of Power to conclude 
an effectual Neutrality, yet ſo much were ſome 
afraid of recurring again to Arms, that they | 
were ſtill for accepting of this Expedient, how- 
ever precarious. Upon this, Admiral Wal ſon 
held a Council of War, to conſider what was 
moſt proper to be done; and it was while this 
Council was actually ſitting, wherein thoſe who 
argued yet for a Neutrality inſiſted chiefly upon 
the Suba's Repugnancy to ſee the Flame of 
War, ſo lately extinguiſhed, again rekindled in 
his Dominions, that this Letter was brought, 
which cut the Gordian Knot, and put an End 
to the Debate. How the French came to act in 
this Manner, and by ſo frank a Declaration de- 
feat the Scheme of the Suba, and run themſelves 
upon Deſtruction, is not eaſy to conceive. In all 
Probability, they did not imagine; that even. after ' 
this, we would venture to fall upon them, and 
they were willing to preferve themſelves, againſt 
a proper Seaſon, the Liberty of attacking us 
or, which is yet more probable, depended on 
the Suba's exerting his whole Force, in Caſe of 
our the them, in their Defence; which 

would 
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would have rendered the Expedition much 
more difficult. Be this as it will, the Letter 
defeated all their Schemes; and the Sequel of 
the TLranſaction ſhewed how much better Mr. 
Watis was acquainted with the Diſpoſition of 
the Moors, and more thoroughly Maſter 2310 
the Suba's Temper, and Manner of acting, 
notwithſtanding the Intrigues they had been i 
long carrying on in his Court, and their having 
ſuch Connections with his Favourites and Mi- 
niſters. Bur let us now return from Reflections 
to Facts, and having clearly ſtated this very re- 
markable Stroke of Policy, Wann ot, TO” 
of our Narrative. 


Vice-Admiral Watſon, Colonel Clive, * wu 
the Select Committee, came to this final Reſo— 
lution in the Beginning of the Month of March, 
and entered with all the Liligence and Diſpatch 
poſſible on the neceſſary Preparations for this 
important Expedition, well knowing that the 
French were not ignorant of their own Danger, 
or at all remiſs or careleſs in providing againſt 
it, Chandenegore, the chief of their Settlements - 
in Bengal, was a Place very well ſituated on the 
Side of the River, Twenty ſeven Miles above 
Calcutta, which is a Branch of the Ganges, at a 
ſmall Diſtance below Hugbley. The Director 
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at this Settlement has under him the French 
Company's Factories of Caſimbuxar, Dacca, 
Patna, Jeuda, and Ballaſore. I hey prudently 
contrived, at the Beginning of the Troubles, to 
tiengtben it with various Outworks and Bat - 
teries, had in it a Garriſon of Five hundred Eu- 
ropeans and Seven hundred Blacks, with ſome 
Mortars, and near Two hundred Pieces of Can- 
non mounted. They took the Precaution al- 
ſo to ſend away ſome of their Merchandize, and 
the beft Part of their Effects, under Colour of 
providing the better for their Defence; raiſed 
conſiderable Magazines, which were "wel pro- 
vided ; and made ſuch Diſpoſitions, and kept 
ſo 8886 a Countenance, 2s impoſed upon moſt 
of the Moors, and perhaps upon ſome of them- 
ſelves. As they chiefly feared the Squadron, 
they ſunk Two Ships, a Ketch, a Hulk, a Snow, 

and a Veſſel without” Maſts, directly in the 
Channel, within Gunſhot of the Fort, and laid 
Two Booms, 'moored with Chains, acroſs the 
River. Beſides theſe, they ſunk and ran on 
Shore Five large Veſſels above the Fort, that 
they might throw every Impediment poſſible 


in the Way of our Squadron. : a onſequence 
of theſe military Operations, which were ver 
Judiciouſly planned, and the beft their 1 8 | 


cumſtances would admit, they reſolved to 
ſtand 
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ſtand the Attack; but whether they had any 
Hopes given them by the Suba of his Aſſiſt- 
ance, or whether they relied at all on his. Inſi- 
nuations of Aid, in caſe they were given, could 
not be learned; though he actually adyanced a 
Corps of Troops, as we ſhall; ſee! hereaſter, 
which might render ſuch « Conjeſturs not. at 
all ren her. N75 % % en 
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A NS orien of Three panda Men 
from Bombay. arriving at Calcutta, Colonel Clive 
advanced by the River Side, with Seven hun- 
dred Whites, and Sixteen hundred Seapoys, 
towards the French Settlement; and with 
very little Loſs took Poſſeſſion of moſt of 
the Out-Paſts on the Fourteenth of March. 
On the Fifteenth, the Enemy abandoned all 
their Batteries, notwithſtanding theſe were 
very well diſpoſed, and in exceeding good 
Order. He was now poſſeſſed of every Poſt 
they had, but the Fort, and a Redoubt ſeated 
between the River Side and. the Fort Walls, 
wherein, were mounted Eight Pieces of Can- 
non, Twenty four Pounders, Four of which 
pointed. down 0 River. The ſame Day Ad- 
miral ' Watſon, ailed with the Kent of Sixty- 
four, the Tyger yer and. Saliſbury, each of Fifty 
Guns having previouſly ſent a Twenty: -Gun 

Ship, 
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Ship, and a d it cover the Boats attend- 
ing the Camp. On the Eighteenth,” he an- 
chored about Two Miles 'below Chandenagore, 
and the Troops on Shore being employed in 
raiſing a Battery againſt the Fe ort, the Wea- 
ther becoming extremely foggy, and the 
Impediments before - mentioned being of Ne- 
ceſſity to be removed, occaſioned ſome Delay. 
The Firſt Thing to be done was clearing 
the River; and the Booms being cut, and 
running adrift, a proper Paſſage was ſoon 
diſcovered, by ſounding, and without loſing 
Time in weighing the French Veſſels. While 
this was about, the brave Admiral Pococt, 
who was juſt arrived at Culpee in the Cumber- ; 
land, reſolving to have a Share in the Action, 
came in his Long-Boat, and going on board 
his Majeſty? s Ship the Tyger, hoiſted his Flag 
there. On the Twenty- third, at Six in the” 
Morning, the Tyger, Kent, and Saliſbury, 
weighed. About Ten Minutes after the 
Enemy began to fire from the Redoubt, but 
their Artillery was ſoon filenced by the Heer. 
Before Seven the Ships were properly ſta- 
tioned, and the Signal being given, the 
Engagement began; the Firing continuing 
very briſk on both Sides, till a Quarter after 
N when the Beſieged hung out a F lag of 
Truce, 
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Truce, and the Articles of Capitulation were. 
very quickly ſettled and ſigned. In conſe- 
quence of this, Captain Latham, of the Deer, ' 
was diſpatched | by Vice-Admiral Watſon ta. 
receive the Keys of the Fort, into which 
Colonel Clive marched with the Troops about 
Five in the Afternoon. Thus Chandenagare, | 
according to the Scheme originally propoſed, 
conſtantly inſiſted upon, and at laſt rendered 
practicable by Mr. Watts, with all the French 
ſuborqinate Settlements in the Province of 
Bengal, were reduced ; and thereby moſt of the 
Schemes laid for the future Deſtruction of, 
Calcutta, and the other Engliſh Factories, 
rendered abortive. An Expedition, in the firſt. 
Inſtance, glorious to the Britiſh. Arms, and 
in its Conſequences, as from the Sequel of 
this Relation will appears: of the mie Im. 
, . | 
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This Aena Advantage was not + ch ned! ' 
without ſome Loſs. Admirat Pocock was 
wounded, but not dangerouſly. The galant 

Captain: Henry Spe te, equally diſtinguiſhed b 

the Clearneſs of his Head and the Warmihfof 
his Heart, who commanded the Kent, on Board | 
which Vice- Admiral Matſon wore his Flag, 
Dr Wound from a Cannon Shot, which 
Ly 142 5 n unhappily 


46 Meolks of 


unhappily carried away the Leg of his Son; 
who deceaſed ſoon after, a Youth of the moſt 
amiable Character, extraordinary Learning, and 
admirable Abilities: The firſt Lieutenant, Mr. 
Samuel Perreau, and the Maſter of the Tyger, 
were both killed ; the Third and Fourth Lieu- 
tenants were alſo wounded ; and the former 
died. Of the private Men there were Thirty- 
two killed, and One hundred wounded. The 
Enemy had Forty killed and Seventy wounded - 
in the Fort. They muſt be allowed to have 
defended themſelves with great Spirit and Re- 
ſolution, and probably would not have ſub- 
mitted fo ſoon, if they had not ſuffered ſeverely 
from Colonel Clive's Batteries, and been ſtill 
more galled by the Fire of his Men, from the 
flat Roofs of the Houſes, which in T ruth made 
it almoſt impoſſible for them to ſtand to their 
Guns, A Part of the French Troops made 
their Eſcape, and marched Northwards, after 
whom Colonel Clive ſent a Detachment of Sid 
hundred Seapoys, and Vice Admiral J}atfon 
ordered ſeveral Boats up the River of Hugbley, 
to ſeize upon whatever was French Property; 
notwithſkanding which, a great deal of the 
Company's Effects and Merchandiae were con- 
cealed and carried away. This. Blow was very 
teciſive in reference to the French, whoſe 
Mleaſures 
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Meaſures it entirely broke, by rendering the 
Schemes they had formed, with reſpect to the 
Suba, utterly impracticable. On the other 
hand, it releaſed the Engliſb from the Appte. 
henſions they were Ws of being again 
attacked in Calcutta, in caſe the Squadron had 
left them without reducing this Place. Theſe 
were ſo far from being Suſpicions lightly _ 
founded, that their Danger was ſo great and fo 
apparent, conſidering the Circumſtances they 
were then in, and the Suba's delaying to re- 
flore their Artillery, that, if not encouraged by 
this Event, they would have been very ſlow in 
re· ſettling Calcutta. Happy as thoſe immediate 
Effects were! they were hardly ſo much as re- 
membred, after the greater Advantages that 
followed; which demonſtrated how juſtly this © 
Reſolution was taken, and in what a critical | 
CO it was Executed. | 


We have before! bite chat, Aotuüt lian 
ing the Suba had tranſmitted a Letter of Per- 
miſſion to Vice- Admiral Watſon to act as he 
thought proper againſt the French, without 
which Letter the Admiral and the Colonel 
would not have proceeded, nay went farther, 
and cecommended them to his Mercy, yet 5.0 
ae cr 92 Mind. is deſired: Mr. 
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Wutts to write to the Colonel, that he would 
not have War made in his Country, by which 
the People under his Government maſt ſuffer, 
the King's Revenues be leſſened, and the 
Tranqbiliey of his Dominions difturbed; The 
Frenth, who had miſled him from the Begins. 
ning, deceived him to the very laſt. They aſ- 
ſured him, that, in the firſt Attack, the Engliſh 
had been repulſed with Loſs, and gave him to 
underſtand, that they did not doubt obliging 
them to retire.” The Suba was ſo much em- 
barraſſed by the contradictory Reports he heard, 
and looked upon this Tranſaction to concern 
him fo nearly, that he wrote Letter after Let- 
ter to Colonel Clive: who is ſaid to have res 
ceived no leſs than Ten of them in one Day; 
and theſe in very oppoſite Stiles; wlich the 
Colonel anſwered punctually, with all the Calm 
neſs and Complaiſance imaginable, expreffing 
great Concern at the Impreſſion which the Ca- 
lumnies of his Enemies had made on that 
Prince's Mind, and aſſuring him of his ſincere 
Attachment, as long as he adhered to the 
Treaty. At length the Suba grew ſo very un- 
eafy, that he fent Mutrumul, in whom he ſaid he 
placed great Confidence, to the Colonel, with 
Orders to act, if there was any room for it, 
as'a Mediator. But the Situation of Things 
rt wi 
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at his Arrival made ſuch a Commiſſion viſibly 
impracticable z which Mutrumul perceiving, ex- 
tolled the Exgliſb highly, and threw all the 
Blame upon the French. To give Weight, 
however, to this intended Mediation, Neydaoo- 
lub advanced, by his Maſter's Command, at 
the Head of Six thouſand Men, within a ſmall 
Diſtance of Hrghley. But to prevent this from 
giving any Umbrage, Mutrumul, when the 
Attack was made, aſſured the Colonel, that 
Roydoolub had the Suba's Inſtructions to obey: - 
his Orders, which the Colonel took: in exceed-. 
ing good Part, and returned that Prince Thanks 
for this gracious Offer of his Aſſiſtance. + The 
Moment the Place ſurrendered, -he' gave No- 
tice of it to the Suba, and aſcribed his Succeſs 
to the Favour of Heaven and his Excelleney's. 
Auſpice, under which his Arms had been ſo 
fortunate. A Compliment, which the Suba 
knew: not how to receive with even a tolerable 
Grace, or to reject without giving Offence. In 
reality, he had brought his Affairs by this 
Time into a very perplexed Condition, of which 
he was ſenſible, now it was too late; though 
very probably he might not have Sagacity 
enough to diſcern, that the Whole of theſe 
Misfortunes had no other Source than the 
Unſteadineſs of his Councils, and the Du- 
plicity of his Conduct. What we have al- 
D ready 
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ready ſaid will afford Proofs more than ſuffict- 
ent to eftabliſh rhis ; but as the ſetting it in a 
clear Light will be the beſt Means of Explain- 
ing the Mbtives to the Tranſactions that en- 
oed, we hope the ſubſequent Remarks will not 
eng redious to the Reader, 2 


The Suba, wanting alike im Parts and in Ex- 
perience, unable to reject bad Counſels, and 
rone to purſue his own Notions, as far as they 

could be carried by his Power, ſhewed plainly 

from the very Beginning, that he had no form- 
ed Syftem ; ; and, if he could be ſtiled ſo at all, 
was certainly a bad Politician. His ſetting out 
was by breaking at once with alf the Zyropean 

Nations; which, if their reciprocal Jeatoutics 

of each other, and ſome other Circumſtances, 

had not hindered, muſt have united them all 

him, and that Union would have ren- 
defed his Scheme abortive. As this did not 
happen, it eficouraged him to take another 
wrong Step, by attacking and deſtroyirig the 

Engliſh, without having ſo much as a plauſible 

Pretence. This Act of arbitrary Violence vi- 

fibly ſubverted the Foundation of his own 

Scheme, if it ever had any, by proving, in the 

ſtroͤngeſt Manner, that nd Zuroptan N 

cope” Wält as Merchants kad his Done 

without 
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without” having Places 80 wWell fortifies d, 
to lie at is Mercy When, therefore, | he 8 
reduced t to "the Neeetity: of cone] ludi inga Tye 
the yer y Balis of t that Treaty was his conteſt 
this laſt Poſition to be. well founded, and ns 
mitting by his own Conſent, as the only practi- 
cahle Grounds of Peace, what he had before 
laid down as the Reaſon of his taking up Arms. 
But when he had done this, and might. 1; 
been, quiet, by, adhering conſtantly. tt that 
Treaty, he again miſtook his Point. Unifor- 
mity of Conduct was ſo little in his e Cons 
tion, that he immediately loſt all the Advan 
tages he ſeemed to have ſought by hae Mew 
ſure, and which indeed were clearly, aflerted.to 
have been the Objects he had in View, In his 
Letters to Admiral Matſon and Colonel Clive, 
by ſhewing a viſible Repugnance to the Execu- 
tion of it in every Step, and doing that ſlowly 
and ungracefully, ahh” if he had done chear- 
fully and at once, might have procured him the 
| Confidence of the Engliſh, and have thorough - 
I extricated, him from thoſe Difficulties. into 


which his firſt Errors had plunged, him. v0 
7 Gave YO (18 DEI { 43+ Tj 71 7 ofa? 
Mis Conduct wit regard to che French was, 
tor the full as incoofiderate,. and no leſs inoon- 
ſiſtent. His Kindneſs, Friendſhip, or whatever 
D 2 it 
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it was towards them, was as fatal a8 his Averz 
fron or Diſlike bad been to the Engliſh, and 
productive of the very ſame Misfortunes. He 
was undoubtedly impoſed upon and miſled: by 
the falſe Impreſſions he received from them of 
their Strength: But in this he was inexcuſ- 
able, as theſe Repreſentations were grounded 
only upon vague and uncertain Reports of 
what they had done, and of what Strength 
they had in other Parts of the Indies, from 
whence all the Aſſiſtance they coukl give him 
was to be hoped, and this againſt a Power, the 
Weight of which he had already felt; and to 
ſay nothing of the Obligation he was under to 
maintain that Peace he had ſolemnly confirm- 
ed by his Oath, which was ſtill at his very 
Doors. If he had really intended, as he ſeem- 
ed very deſirous it ſhould be believed it was his 
Intention, to preſerve Peace in his Dominions, 
and to prevent the Engliſh, and French from 
committing Hoſtilities againſt each other in 
them, to the Prejudice of Commerce, in which 
he was principally intereſted, and which was 
alſo, and was allowed to be, the common Con- 
cern of all, he might by acting firmly have 
carried that Point, by inſiſting upon a Neutra- 
lity under his Guaranty, and a peremptory De- 
claration that he would ſtop the Trade, and 
| ſei ze 
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ſeize the Effects of that Nation, which violat- 
ed a Neutrality ſo concluded; ſince under this 
it is certain the Eng lh would have acquieſeed, 
and, without the Encouragement or Atliſtatice 
of the Suba, the French durſt not have broke 
it. But his Intrigues with them, or, as many 
thought, a ſecret Treaty, encouraged their Di- 
rector to declare, that he was not veſted: with 
Authority to conclude any ſuch Neutrality; 

and even this, Which he always knew, he did 
not acknowlege, until the Time was loſt, in 
which he might have obtained it from Pondi- 
cherry ; and this plainly put the Engliſh under 
a Neceſſity of exerting the Force then in their 
Hands without Delay, which ended in the tak- 
ing Chandenagore. Here again, if he'had ever 
had any ſettled Principle of Action, would have 
been his Time to have ſhewn it; for if, upon 
Colonel Clive's marching, he had aſſiſted the 
French with his whole Force, he might very 
probably have ſaved them. But as he had 
hitherto been all along the Dupe of their Poli- 
tics, ſo in this Inſtance they were the Dupes 
of his, and were ſacrificed to his Want of 


Steadineſs and Spirit. On the Whole, there- 
fore, it became evident, that the Suba was 
more dangerous to his Friends than to his Ene- 
mies; "er ne Hazard of being hurt Jay not in 
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oppoſit ing, but in Placi ing any Confidence in 
him. A Leſſon which, as it had been taught 
by his firſt ions, 0 from the Bent of 
ſtubborn Diſpo ition Events could not correct, 1 
he took « care to incufcate f it from time to 18 5 


as long as it was in his Power to act at all. 


Colonel Clive uſed peng A | ab 
extricate him, if he would have ne 
out of all his Difficulties. He laboured in his 
Letters to conyince him, that as the Attack and 
Reduction of Chandenagore proceeded entirely. 
from the Behaviour of the French themſelves, 
ſo it could not be any-way prejudicial to him, 
or to his Subjects. He/aſſured him, that the 
Engl ſh would not ſuffer his Revenue to be im- 

paired, by their being Maſters of the Place; but 
were diſpoſed, under equitable Conditions, to 
re · place the Cuſtoms paid by the French; and 
that they were well fatisfied with their own. 
Poſſeſſions, and did not deſire to enlarge or to 
extend them. On the contrary, they were 
ready to give him whatever Satisfaction he 
could demand, of their Willingneſs to acquieſce 
under any Terms, and to comply with ſuch 
Meaſures as ſhould appear moſt expedient for 
reſtoring and preſerving the Tranquility of his 
Country; that their Minds were entirely ſet 
upon 
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upon Commerce; that they Kh military 
—_ by Force; but that they moſt big 
wiſhed to return to, and be 1 ; 
only in, their old, Occupation of Mert 15 ; 1 
that, as things ſtood, their latereſt rendered Ip" 
abſolutely requiſite to expel the French out e 
Bengal, to prevent new Diſputes, which was 
his Intereſt like wiſe; and that, if he would do 
it bimſelf; they ſnould be well ſatisfied, . 
conſider it as a Favour. That he had been ex 
ceedingly impoſed upon, in reſpect to the Con- 
duct of that Nation, on the Coaſt of Coromandel, 
where the Nabobs they had eſpouſed were 
obliged to make exorbitant Grants, in Ac. 3 
knowlegement for their Aſſiſtance ,, thats in 
conſequence of this, they had torn away, whole 
Provinces, of which they were in full Foſſeſt. 
ſion; while, on the other hand, the Engl... 
had lent the Nabobs, with whom they bac. 
taken Part, purely on Account of their heing 
the King's Officers, very large Sums of Money; 
with the Repayment of which they would be 
well content, without ſolliciting, extorting, or 
even accepting any Grants whatever. That he 
might from thence judge of the Temper of the 
two Nations, and the Difference that he would 
find in having either of them for his Allies 
and chat therefore; if he regarded his o.] Wel- 
D 4 fare, 
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fare, he would adhere ſtrictly to, and punctual- 
ly fulfil, the Treaty he had made; which if he 
did, he might not only rely upon the Support 

that had been promiſed him, but that he might 

affured, he would perſonally: loſe the laft 
Drop of his Blood, and ſacrifice the laſt Man 
6 — his Command, in his Service, againſt 
any of his real Enemies, whenever his Occa- 
fions might require it, Vice-Admiral Watſon 
wrote alſo to him to the ſame Purpoſe. f 


The Suba, who was equally diſſatisfied with 
and diſturbed at the State of his Affairs, and 
found himſelf obliged to be at a great Expence 
in keeping Troops in the Field, knew not 
what, to ſay or how to act. He declared, how- 
ever, poſitively, againſt our reducing the French 
ſubordinate Factories; would not hear of mak- 
ing the Remains of their Forces Priſoners, and 
delivering t hem up to the Exglich; but, how- 
ever, diſcovered no Scruple at all in ſeizing 
upon their Effects, under Colour, of doing it to 
make Satisfaction ta his own Subjects, who 
were their Creditors. At the ſame Time he 
ordered the French to quit his Dominions, di- 
recting them to march towards Patna. He 
1 9855 paid farther Sums of Money to the 
Company” s Servants, and gave them Hopes, 

that 
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that he would both ſtrictly and ſpeedily fulfil 
his Treaty! in every reſpect. In regard to the 
Artillery, which he did lt reſtore, alledg- 
ed; chat ne was diſtreffed himſeff for Want of 
Cannon, and Was willing to purchaſe then, 
In this Manner Things went on for a Month 
or Six Weeks, during which Space every Me- 
thod was practiſed that could leſſen his Appre- 
henſions, or free him from that Terror which 
he ſeemed to have of the Engliſh advaneing 
their Forces into the Heart of his Country. 
He was even permitted, upon a Rumour that 
the Garriſon of Caſſimbuzar was augmented” to 
Five hundred Men, to ſend his dwn Officers 
to inſpect it, who found and reported, _ 
mere. was not above a Tenth Part of the Nur um 
ber. The ſame Compliances were made in 
my WIEN a: 3 


But in the midſt of theſe Complinnced 4 and 
Conceſſions, inſtead of growing milder and 
better diſpoſed, the Suba ſhewed very evident 
Marks of his being more and more exaſperat- 
ed againſt thoſe who gave them. He fell 
again td caballing with the French; and inſtead 
of compelling thoſe' who had eſeaped to quit 
his Country,'as he engaged expressly, he took 
that little Body of Men, which were about 


Patna, 
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Patna, into his Pay, at the Rate of Ten thow- - 
fand Rupees a Month, of which Mr. Watts: 
procured the Intelligence, and communicated 
it to the Committee. He turned alt his At- 
rention towards Mr. Buffy, who, as he was 
made to believe, had an Army of Twenty 
thouſand Men, and with which he might march 
ſpeedily into his Dominions. When theſe Ru- 
mours at any Time funk, he was more tradt- 
able; but as ſoon as they revived, he "aaa 

as imperious and as much out of Humour as 
ever. Vice-Admiral Walſon having ſent him 
fevera} preſſing Letters, exhorting him to act 
ſuitable to his Dignity, agreeable to his own In- 
tereſts, for the Good of his Subjects, to give 
no Ear to idle Reports, to accompliſh his Pro- 
miſes, and fulfil the ſeveral Articles of his 
Treaty, he gave no Anfwers to them, but com- 
plained that they were wrote in ſa ſevere a Stile, 
that he knew not how to reply to them: At 
jength his Uneaſineſſes, Jealouſies, and Suſpi- 
cions, roſe fo high, that he ordered all the Boats 
to be ſearched that came up to Caſimbuzar, 
and publickly declared, that if any Powder or 
Ammunition was found aboard, that he would 
order the Noſes and Ears of the Watermen to 
be cut off, which was a direct Breach of his 
Treaty. He could not help knowing, that this 
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Method of acting mult. haye a very difadvan- 
| kageous Ececr upon the Affairs of the Engliſh 
Dominions, and impede and perplex,,, 1 
their — Tranfations. exceedingly. 
Ie could not be ignorant that this would di- 
miniſn his own Income, diſtreſs his Subjects, 
and leſſen bath. their Subſiſtence and their In- 
duſtry. But alas! he was ſo much under te 
Dominion of his Paſſions, that he conſidered 
only gratifying his Caprice; and acting from 
no Motive, could diſcern no Conſequences. 
Hapleſs as a Man! more hapleſs as a Prince! 
he had as little Fear of falling into Difficulties, 
as, When gallen. *. had en to 11 out of 
them. „21. | 2112 
An Am has been n ok to ge A 
the Reader ſome Idea of the melancholy and 
mortifying Situation of Mr. Watts, who reſid- 
ed on the Part of the Company at the Suba's.. 
Court, , whoſe Perplexities daily increaſed, and 
whoſe Anxieties hourly. multiplied, though they 
had not yet reached to thoſe Circumſtances of _ 
Diſguſt and Diſtreſs that they afterwards did. 
He ſaw himſelf almoſt conſtantly on bad Terms 
with that Prince, and of courſe upon no god 
ones with his Miniſters and Favourites. The 


Sub: er b him extracting that impot- 
ant, 
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ant, and, as he conceived it, fatal Letter of 
Permiſſion to Admiral Wai ſon; to which, with- 
out much Injuſtice, he aſcribed ſolely the at- 
tacking and taking Chandenagore, It was from 
Mr. Watts he received, from Day to Day, 
thoſe grating Remonſtrances that ſo much 
diſpleaſed him, and thoſe admonitory Letters 
that made ſtill a deeper Impreſſion. He ought, 
in Strictneſs, to have conſidered him, on theſe 
Occaſions, as the Inſtrument only. of the Com- 
pany; but his Warmth and Aſſiduity in all 
theſe frequent Applications, made the Suba 
look no farther than himſelf, He was obliged 
to confer with him daily, and, if he was abſent, 
called for him, as being uneaſy if he miſſed 
him, whence of courſe be beheld him often, and 
yet but very feldom with a gracious Eye. Mr. 
Watts ſaw, felt, and underſtood theſe number- 
leſs Inconveniences to which he was expoſed, 
and which, as we have obſerved, heightened 
upon him every Hour. But the Confolation 
he derived from the kind Letters of Admiral 
Fatfon and Colonel Clive, who had a true and 
lively Senſe of his Services and Sufferings, 
kept up his Spirits, and enabled him to purſue 
his Buſineſs with a Vivacity that entirely con- 
cealed, though it could not remove, but rather 


augmented, his interior Chagrin, Beſides this, 
| FIR 
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he had another Satisfaction, which was getting 
moſt Part of the Treaty executed, though with 
infinite Trouble; and this procured him the 
heatty Approbation of the Select Committee, 
who were now convinced, that he not only did 
all that could be done, but more than moſt Men 
could have done in his Station. As ill as he 
was treated by him, he continued to render the 
Suba many good Offices; giving the Commit- 
tee to underſtand, that, in all human Probabi- 
lity, they ſhould gradually obtain all that they 
deſired, and that therefore they ſhould not be 
impatient. He prevailed alſo upon Colonel 
Clive to promiſe the Suba from time to time 
his Aſſiſtance; and he laboured more inceſ- 
fantly to convince that Prince, that, if he would 
confide in the Engliſh, he had no Reaſon to 
fear either foreign or domeſtic Enemies, with 
which, when he thought himſelf in Danger, he 
was well enough pleaſed ; but when that was in 
any Degree over, he ſhewed a viſible Uneafi- 
eſs at his having confeſfed that he ſtood in need 
of ſuch Aſſiſtance. 


The Storm that had been gathering from. the 
Beginning, of March, began to burſt about the 
latter End of April, and in the Opening of the 
Month of May; when the Suba, in ſudden 

Starts 
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Starts of Paſſion, ſhewed the Rancour-of his 
Heart, and teſtified ſufficiently, that he waited 
only for an Opportunity to make the Enplifh 
feel a ſecond Time the heavy Weight of his 
Reſentment. As he never affigned any Cauſes 
himſelf, but on the contrary, even in this In- 
terval, and in the midſt of Actions inconſiſtent 
with thoſe Declarations, aſſerted his Intention to 
fulfil his Treaty, and appealed to God and His 
Prophet for the Truth of it, we muſt ow! it is 
extremely difficult to gueſs at his Reaſons. 
They appear, however, to have been chiefly 
Three; Firſt, the perpetual Inſinuations of the 
French, that Mr. 'Buſſy might be brought to his 
Aſſiſtance; and that, by a Junction with his 
Troops, he would be greatly ſuperior to the 
Engliſh 5 and to this Meaſure he was ſo much 
inclined, that he actually wrote a Letter to that 
Of̃cer, in which he promiſed him Twenty Lack 
of Rupees, if he would march directly into his 
Dominion, of which Mr. Watts alſo gave the 
Intelligence. The next Thing was, the Com- 
pliances that had been made with A View El 
gaining him, the recalling moſt” of the Tr 1 
from Chandenagore, the permitting him to 5 
the Cannon, to ſearch the Factory of 
buzar, and the warm and tender 24 reffions 
15 * in Colonel CMve's Lettets, _ 
the 
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the high Teſtimonies of Reverence and Re- 
ſpect paid him, whenever he was pleaſed to 
be in a good Temper, or to, profeſs his Diſpo- 
ſition of adhering to his Engagements. The 
laſt was, the Retreat of the Patans, whe had 
ſnewn an Intention to invade his Territories, 
and the putting an End to the Troubles occa- 
ſioned by the My Rajah, by which he thought 
himſelf in a Condition to employ all his Forces, 
and was likewiſe ſecure of having the French to 
manage his Artillery, with which they made 
him believe they could perform Wonders. In 
theſe Circumſtances he was ſo very. elate, as not 
to make any Scruple (though a direct Breach 
of his Faith) of interrupting the Engliſſ Com- 
merce, keeping his Army in the Field, though 
he had moſt ſolemnly promiſed the contrary, 
and ſometimes expreſſing a formal Deſign of 
ſending back the Treaty that had been ſigned 
with him, and demanding his own, In ſuch a 
State of Things it was ovident, that the Cunz 
pany could not. rely upon him, or conſider them- 
ſelves in any Degree of Security, farther than as 
they were ſupported by the King's Squadron 
and Forces; and as their preſent Condition was 

all) .Precarious,, ſo their future Proſpect was 
more gloomy and alarming; and though 

as yet they were not in a State of War, they 
could 
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could not, however, with any Propriety, be ſaid 
to be in Peace, 


' 


The Vice Admiral and Colonel Clive were 
exceedingly embarraſſed, and found it very dif- 
ficult to judge what Meaſures they were to take. 
If they advanced their Forces, or reſumed their 
military Preparations, it might, in Appearance, 
juſtify the Suba's Behaviour; and beſides, Mr, 
Watts and the Select Committee both diſſuaded 
any Steps of this Kind, as inconſiſtent with the 
Company's Concerns, at lealt till they had ſecured 
the Money and Effects of the ſeveral Subordi- 
nates. On the other hand, they ſaw that Com- 
pliances did more Harm than Good, and that 
their Profeſſions of adhering inviolably to the 
Peace, and their repeated Promiſes of Friend- 
ſhip and Aſſiſtance, only flattered the Suba's 
Pride, heightened his Notions of his ewn 
Power, and encouraged him to act with greater 
Violence and Infolence, of which they had but 
too many, and thoſe flagrant Inſtances. Colo- 
nel Clive, however, took on one Side evety 
Method that was neceſſary to demonſtrate his 
pacific Inclination, and how ſincere his Inten- 
tions were to reſtore and preſerve the Tranquil- 
lity of the Provinces, deſiſting from his De- 
mands that the French ſhould be delivered Ups 
2 from 
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from the repairing the F ortifications at Caſſim-· 
buzar, or reinforcing the Garriſon. At the 
ſame time, he wrote in very plain Terms to the 
Suba, told him his Thoughts of his Proceed- 
ings, the Concern they gave him, and the De- 
termination he had taken to recur to open Force, 
whenever he found, from his Manner of acting, 
that no other Remedy was left, and that it was 
entirely in his Power to have him for a Friend 
or an Enemy. In the very Height of theſe 
Diſputes, the Suba demanded an ample Ac- 
quittance, under the Seal of the Governor and 
Select Committee, and thoſe alſo of the Vice- 
Admiral and Colonel. To this the latter wrote 
him for Anſwer, that it was ſtrange he ſhould 
demand, or expect ſuch an Acquittanee, when 
he very well knew, that ſeveral of the Articles 
were ftill unperformed; that many Lacks of 
Rupees were due to the Company, in Satisfac- 
tion of their Loſſes; that the Reſtitution of 
Thirty eight Villages, which they claimed, had 
not yet been made; and that their Commerce 
in general was ftill interrupted. But as his De- 
mand might imply a Reſolution to ſettle all 
theſe Points, and as it was hoped this was real- 
ly the Caſe, ſuch an Acquittance ſhould be im- 
mediately prepared, and tranſmitted to Mr. 
Watts, with expreſs Orders to deliver it, as 

E OP ſoon 
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foon as the Articles, hitherto unadjuſted, were 
once thoroughly ed, 


This, however realoiiaſe 3 in irelf, Was 7 no 
means acceptable to the Suba, who, in Propor- 
tion as he loft all ſeeming Regard, though 
really he never had any, for the Vice-Admiral 
and the Colonel, towards both of whom he had 
once profeſſed ſo much Efteem, kept no long- 
er any Meaſures towards Mr. Watts, whom he 
looked upon as a Man he could not deceive, as 
a Man whom he hated for that Reaſon, and, 
which was an additional Motive to his Refent- 
ment, though it ſhould, if his Mind had cor- 
reſponded with his Rank, have reſtrained it, as 
a Man abſolutely in his Power. In order to 
execute the various Commiſſions with which he 
was charged more punctually, Mr. Watts, ac- 
cording to the Cuſtom of Indoftan, had employ- 
ed a Perſon to act as his Agent, in the Language 
of the Country, a Yaqueel. Him, in the firſt 

Fit of his Fury, the Suba forbid his Court: an 
Affront very groſs in India, though in Appear- 
ance, and to us, unacquainted with their Cuſ- 
. toms, a very ſlight Thing, but it was quickly 

followed by perſonal Inſults, and thoſe of the 
moſt ſerious Nature. At laſt, forgetting the 
Reſpect due to the Britih Crown, to Mr. 
Watts's 
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Waits's Character as Reſident from the Eaſt 
India Company, and his own Dignity, he told 
ſeveral of his principal Miniſters, with a View 
that they ſhould, as they really did, tell it M r. 


Watts again, that, upon the firſt Intelligence he 


had of the Motion of the Engliſh Troops, he 
would cut off that Gentleman's Head, gr cauſe 


him to be impaled. This was ſuch an Outrage 


on the Law of Nations as was inconſiſtent with 
the Rank of a Prince, and muſt, by the Rules 
of common Senſe, leave any Man in his Cir- 
cumſtances at Liberty to take the Methods that 
appeared to him ſafeſt for his own Preſerva- 
tion. Upon this Occaſion Mr. Watts acted 


with a Degree of Temper and Calmneſs that 


muſt ſurprize the Reader. He wrote an Ac- 
count of the Facts to the Governor, without. 
any Exaggeration, adding, that he deſpiſed the 
Suba's Threatenings, and deſired the Select 
Committee would proceed as the Company” 8 
Intereſt directed, and without putting them- 
ſelves in Pain for his Safety. A Circumſtance 
that would not have been inſerted in theſe Me- 


moirs, if the Perſon was not alive to whom that 
Letter was addreſſed. 


"The Gentlemen DEEDS with the Direction 
of Affairs ſaw plainly the Tendency of the Su- 
E 3 ba's 


| 0 
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ba's Proceedings. Indeed they were fo. evi- 
dent, as to fill all the Inhabitants of Calcutia 
with Alarms, that were but too well founded. : 
Experience had already taught them, how far 
the Caprice of the Suba might go; and it Was 1 
no way improbable, that if they were ſo unhap- 
py as to fall again under his Power, they might, 
if poſſible, meet with ſtill worſe Treatment, 
which induced them to make the beſt Proviſion l 
they could for their Defence; and to put the 
Troops into ſuch Condition, as that, whenever . 
Neceſlity required, they might be able to repel 
Force by Force. At the ſame Time, however, 
it was reſolved not to precipitate any Thing, 1 to 
act with the utmoſt Caution, and to lay hold « Of. 
any favourable Opportunity that might offer, 
towards furniſhing Means to extricate them | 
from theſe Perplexities. 


Calcutts was not the only Place where : 
Doubts and Apprehenſions reigned. They were . 
to the full as ſtrong in Muxadavad, with this 
additional and diſtinguiſhing Circumſtance, that 
Diſcord ſpread itſelf through the Suba's Court, 
where the only Oracle that every Man conſult- 
ed was his own Intereſt. Reverſes of Fortune 
were equally ſudden and frequent. The Cour 7 
tiers that were in the higheſt avour To- day, 


Were 
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were To- morrow i in the very Depth of Dit. 
grace. No Man was ſecure, and therefore no 


Man was contented; and which is, and will be 


always the Caſe i in corrupt Courts, the worſt 
Men had the beſt Chance. Thoſe who had 
nothing to loſe, had all Things to expect; od, 
by flattering their Prince's Humour, and. cc 
plying blindly with all his Commands, the mean- 
eſt and baſeſt People about him grew qui ickly, 
the moſt, confiderable. Thoſe who had been in 
the Old Suba's Councils and Confidence, who, 
were Men of Rank and Family, and who had 
both Eſtates and Reputations to riſque, were, 
from'thoſe very Circumſtances, Malecontents. 
bs hey ſaw that this Syſtem could not laſt long; 
that a general Confuſion muſt enſue; and that 
a Man, governed entirely by his Paſſions, could 
never carry on public Affairs with any Degree 
of Succeſs. But theſe Reflections, which their 
own good Senſe and long Experience ſuggeſted. 
to them, ſerved only to diſturb and to diſtract, 
without affording them the leaſt Glance of ex- 
tricating either him or themſelves from that im 
pending Ruin, which his raſh and raw Meaſures 
rendered ah oth They perceived plainly : 
enoug h other” 8. Sentiments, from that 
Tini Ten "key naturally gave to every 
One's Lange and Behaviour; but they had 
2 no 
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no Confidence at all amongſt themſelves, ' and. 
every. Man was afraid of haſtening his own 


particular Fall, by diſcloſing or lamenting the N 


Approach of that common Deſtruction, which, . 
however viſible to their Underſtandings, was 
by no means a fit Subject for their Converſa- 
tion. 


But in the midſt of theſe Perplexities a Ray 
of Hope very unexpectedly appeared. The 


Suba had ſhewn the Severity of his Nature in 


ſo many Inſtances, as to ſtrike an univerſal Ter- 
ror; more eſpecially as the Fickleneſs of his 
Diſpoſition ſuffered no Man who was near him, 
and in his Power, to think himſelf ſafe. In 
ſuch a State of general Danger, there-occurred 
to every one, capable of thinking freely (the 
only Species of Liberty that even Tyrants Fa- 
vourites retain) but one ſingle Mode of Secu- 
rity, which conſiſted in depriving him of his 
Power, who ſo conſtantly, as well as egre- 
giouſly abuſed it. The Conception of this 
availed little, ſince the Attempt was equally 


difficult and dangerous; and the failing in it 


ſure to be attended with ſudden and certain De- 
ſtruction. There was allo but one Way' to 
move, or rather to leſſen the Riſk ; and this alſo 
was very eaſily diſcovered, It was procuring 

the 
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the Countenance and the Aſſiſtance of the Eng- 


liſh. Such as were in the Suba's Confidence, 


and from that very Circumſtance moſt afraid of 
him, were perſuaded they could. merit very 
much from the Company's Servants, by laying 
open his Secrets, and thereby ſhewing them, 


what theſe People thought they did not in the 


leaſt ſuſpect, the Danger to which they ſtood 
expoſed. Amongſt ſeveral who reaſoned thus 


in their own Breaſts, there was one who had a 
conſiderable Share of Intereſt and Authority, 


His Name was Gedar Yar Cawn Laitty, who, 


when he had for ſome Time meditated, and in 
his own Mind thoroughly digeſted his Scheme, 


thought it wore ſo fair an A ppearance, that he 


ſent ſeveral Meſſages to Mr. Waits, ſignifying 
that he had ſomething to communicate to him 


of great Importance: But the Suba kept ſo ma- 


ny Spies upon that Gentleman, and thoſe Spies 
watched him ſo very cloſely, that it was ſimply 


impoſſible to comply with Godar Yar Catun La- 


ztty's Requeſt of having an Interview with him, 
becauſe it was evidently riſking the utter Ruin 


of both. Some Days, therefore, elapſed; before 
an Expedient could be found to remove this 


troubleſome Obſtacle, and to give Mr. Watts 


the neceflary Information of what were this Per- 


ſon's; real Intentions, and what the Means by 
E 4 which 
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which he propoſed to carry m into Execu- 
tion, SLE DJ TO 

He at length a proper to ſend to him 
Omicbund, who has been mentioned before, in 
order to draw what Lights he could from this 
diſcontented Confident of the Suba, who, after 
he had conferred with him, reported, that he 
knew with Certainty his Maſter's ſettled Inten- 
tions were to break with, and to attack the Eug- 
liſp, as ſoon as he had a favourable Opportuni- 
ty ; that he likewiſe knew the Suba had retained. 
the French, who had eſcaped from Chandena- 
gore, and in the ſubordinate Factories, in his 
Service, who were to remain at Patina in his 
Pay, till an Occaſion could be found for em- 
ploying them; that the Engliſb had no Method 
of preventing this threatening Tempeſt from 
breaking upon their Eſtabliſhments, - but by: 
providing in Time a Force ſufficient to reſiſt it; 
that he was willing, whenever the Suba ſhould 
recur to open Hoſtilities, to join Us, and act 
agaiaſt him, provided we would aſſiſt him in 
aſſuming the Government of the Province; that 
in Return for this, he would, as ſoon as he was 
Hxed in that Office, grant, by Way of Recom- 
pence, a large Extent of Lands to the Compa- 
y. and would likewiſe pay down a Sum in 

ready 
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ready Money ſufficient to indemrify the People 


of Calcutta for all the Loſſes they had ſuſtained⸗- 


Theſe were Communications of ſo dangerous 
as welbas Io delete a Nature, that they we“ 
infallibly have turned a weak Head, or dif- 
tracted” a timid Mind. They were received 
calmly and coolly, as Points of Information, 


- regard to Which Mr. Watts could take nd 

Step of "himſelf, but from which the Perſbns 
who had communicated them had nothing to 
fear; and which theſe Aſſurances, ſuch was 


their Opinion of his Secrecy, Sagacity, and'Steas' 
dineſs, that they remained perfectly ſatisfied and 


and reflect upon theſe very extraoadinary Over 
tures, and to review and digeſt the Thoughts! 
that muſt” naturally ariſe upon ſo important 4 
Subject; but, however, reſtrained him within 


the Compaſs of Six Days, to procure for this 


Mooriſb Officer an Anſwer, from thoſe who 


were entruſted with the Management of this | 


ae 8 Affairs at Calcutta. 


The Situation of Mr.Watts in this Conjunks 
ture, is much more eaſy to conceive than to del 
ſcribe: He was oppreſſed with Cares, enbirbned 
with Perils; and had not ſo much 4s a ſingle 
N with whom to communicate or to con- 

ſult. 


eaſy, leaving him ſufficient Leiſure to conſiders, 
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ſult. His own Safety, the Welfare, and even 
the Being of the Britiſb Settlements, and in- 
deed the future Fate of theſe Provinces, depend- 
ed, at leaſt in the firſt Inſtance, on his Capacity, 


Penetration, and Diſcretion. It was a very ar- 


duous Taſk to form any clear Opinion upon this 
Offer; it demanded much Skill to ſet the Mo- 
tives upon which ſuch an Opinion muſt be 
founded in their proper Light; and, when all 
this was done, it appeared infinitely hazardous 
to tranſmit Propoſitions of this Nature, together 

with his Thoughts upon them, to Calcutta, 
while a jealous Prince, in a Country where the 
Character of a Spy is not diſhonourable, had 
Multitudes of ſuch State Implements about 
him, all filled with the Hopes of riſing upon 


his Ruin. But though perfectly ſenſible of all 


this, as he muſt have been to counteract their 
Vigilance, he boldly undertook, and as happily 
performed, all that the Confidence repoſed in 
him, or his Duty to the Company could de- 
mand. He ſtated fully the Nature of theſe 
Overtures, the Suba's Di poſition at the Time, 
the Characters and Credit of the principal Offi- 
cers about him, their Tempers, Circumſtances, 
and Connections, the Probability that ſuch a 
Deſign might be carried into Execution, the 
Hazards to which it muſt be expoſed, and the 

Methods 
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Methods moſt proper to avoid them. But 
when he had done all this, he added no direct 
Judgment of his own. He contented himſelf 
wich giving Lights, without venturing to pro- 
nounce what Meaſure ought to be taken. He 
had frequent Experience of the Regard paid 
by them to his Sentiments, from his having 
commonly ſent them the Draughts of the 
Letters to the Suba, which being tranſmitted 
back to him, he preſented to that Prince; but 
he held this to be a Matter too difficult, as well 
as too delicate for him to determine. He knew 
very well there was no ſmall Danger in Delay; 
but he likewiſe knew, that there was ſtill more 
Danger in a raſh Deciſion, and therefore he 
gave nonc. The Select Committee concurred 
with him in this; they entertained the Motion, 
commeiided his Caution, ſuggeſted that he 
ſhould continue to keep Things in Suſpenſe, 
but directed him by all Means to avoid con- 
cluding any Thing, till he ſhould receive their 
future Directions in a Thing of ſo great 
Weight. 


It was not long after this, that Meer Faffeir 
Aly Cawn, a Perſon of great Diſtinction, who 
had married the Siſter of Aliverdy Cawn, the 


Suba's Grandfather and Predeceſſor, ſent. one 
in 
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in whom he could perfectly confide to Mr. 
Watts, to diſcloſe what were his real Opi- f 
nions, and how very ſhort a Space he thought 
was like to intervene, before the Suba took the 
| Field once more againſt the Zrgliſh. This 
| Perſon had it farther in Commiſſion to repre- 
ſent, that the Diſaffection of the principal 
Officers, Civil and Military, was in a manner 
general; that Meer Jaffeir never appeared in 
the Suba's Preſence without Fear of being aſ. 
ſaſſinated; and that for this Reaſon, whenever 
he was conſtrained to go, he always cauſed his 
Forces to be drawn out, under Arms, with his 
Son at their Head, In the Cloſe of his Dif: 
courſe, he added, that a Determination was | 
already taken, to depoſe, for their own Sakes, 
Suraja Dowlat ; and that if the Engliſh would © 
engage with, and promiſe to ſupport, another 
Perſon, in aſſuming the Dignity of Suba, 
Raham Cawn, Roydoolub, and Babadar Aly _ 
Caun, were ready to join Meer Jaffeir, in re. a 
moving Suraja Dowlat, whoſe affairs would be 
then in a very deſperate Situation. Mr. Waits 
1 tranſmitted the Detail of this Converſation alſo 
. to Colonel Clive, and gave it as his own Opi- 
N nion, that Meer Jalfeir was by far the propereſt » 
5 Perſon to be elevated to that Rank, as his 


Abilities were greater, his Reputation better, 
and 


= 


the Revolution in BENGAL; 77 


and his Connections more extenſive than thoſe 
of Laitiy. He at the ſame time acquainted 
the Colonel, that if this Change was to be 
accompliſhed by their Forces, as he much 
doubted, whether, after all, the Moors had 
Spirit enough to attempt ſo extraordinary an 
Enterprize themſelves, it would be right to. 
form the Outlines, of a new Agreement, of. 
which the old one ought to be the Baſis 3 and 
to frame ſuch additional Articles, as might a 
effectually indemnify the Company for the Riſæ 
they ran, and procure an ample Satisfaction for 
the Loſſes private Perſons had ſuſtained, in the 
Devaſtation of Calcutta, of which no Care had 
been taken in the former Treaty; and that, in 
ſhort, nothing ſhould now be omitted, that 
might put their Affairs for the future upon a 
firm and ſtable Eſtabliſhment ; ſo that, in caſe 
of Diſturbances in the Country, the Servants 
of the Company, and thoſe who depended on 
it, might be in a Condition to protect them- . 
flves.;.._ 


As theſe Tranſactions were of a very deli 
cate Nature, and were to be conducted with , 
much Diſcretion, and of courſe with ſome 
Delay, the Suba had a Seaſon of Receſs, in 
which, by a Change of Meaſures, he mat 

have 
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have recovered his Authority, have reſettled 
his diſtracted Government, and repaired all 
his paſt Errors. He not only neglected this 
entirely, but continued acting, in every reſpect, 
as if he had aimed at his own Deſtruction. 
He endeavoured to negotiate Succours from 
ſome of his Neighbours, who, though they 
knew not the Weakneſs of his Condition, and 
therefore civilly entertaining his Propoſals, had 
however ſuch an Opinion of the Weakneſs of 
his Conduct, that nothing could induce them 
to enter into his Meaſures, He continued 
correſponding with Mr. Buſfſy, from whom 
he received Letters, which ſcrved to. ſupport 
and increaſe his Deluſion, and to flatter him 
with the Hopes of ſeeing an Army of Twenty 
thouſand Men in his Dominions, which, could 
he have brought them, would have tended 
only to have impoveriſhed his Subjects, and 
to have given him new Maſters, under the 
Title of old Allies. He was courted all this 
time by Colonel Clive to lay down his Arms, 
co ſettle the few remaining unaccompliſhed Ar- 
" ticles in the Treaty, and, above all, to put the 


Trade of his Territories into its uſual Channel, 


for the common Benefit of the Europeans and 
the Natives. To theſe Solicitations he gave 

no WAnſwers, or ſuch as afforded no fort of Satiſ- 
— faction; 
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faction; but, on the contrary, indicated very 
plainly, by every Step he took, that he medi- 
tated new Diſturbances, and waited for what 
ſhould appear to him a favourable Occaſion for 
renewing the War. In reference, on the other 
hand, to his own People, he grew every Day 
more and more intolerable, removing, diſgrace- 
ing, inſulting thoſe whom he had formerly 
treated with the greateſt Marks of Favour and 
Reſpect, and of whom ſeveral fled privately 
and in Diſguiſe to ſeek Shelter in the Engliſh 
Territories, and particularly in that of Caſſim- 
buzar. By this Behaviour he not only aug- 
mented the Diſaffection that had already ſpread 
ſo far amongſt his Servants, but likewiſe fur- 
niſned ſo many and ſuch authentic Proofs of 
his having ſtill the ſame Points in View that 
he had at © his Entrance on the Adminiſtration, 
and of the Obſtinacy of his Averſion to the 
Engliſh, fo contrary to the Mutabulity of his 
_ Temper in every thing elſe, that it contributed 
exceedingly to fortify the Sentiments of thoſe 
who maintained, that the Peace of that Part of 
India could never be effectually reſtored, ſo 
long a as he held the Supreme Power. 


After the Propoſitions made by Mr. Watts 
had been duly canvaſſed, and their Importance 
maturely 
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maturely conſidered, by the Select Committee, 


who upon this Occaſion framed and took an 


Oath of Secrety, they were unanimouſly 


proved, and the Project or Draught of a ne 


Treaty was tranſmitted to him. But at the 


ſame time there was great Latitude left, in caſe 
of Objections; and he was requeſted to pro- 
cure as many and as large Conceſſions as might 
be, in caſe he found it impracticable to obtain 
every one of the Conditions in the full Extent 
that they deſired. Indeed they relied ſo entirely 
upon him, that a Blank was left for the Com- 
pany's Demand in their Draught of the Treaty 


for him to fill up; and how it was filled up, 


will appear from the Treaty itſelf. This was 
not only expedient but neceſſary, as he was 
upon the Spot, knew the Perſons with whom 
he was treating, their Connections and Cir- 
cumſtances, and the Motives which might 
render any of theſe Demands agreeable or diſ- 
agreeable. The Uſe Mr. Watts made of this 
Confidence was ſuch as it deſerved, and turned 
not a little to the Advantage of thoſe who gave 
it. He was himſelf perfectly ſenſible, and took 
all imaginable Pains to make thoſe he dealt 
with no leſs ſenſible, that, notwithſtanding this 
Change was for their mutual Benefit, yet the 


Weight, the Hazard, and the Expence, would 
fall 
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fall principally at leaſt, very probably wholly, 
upon the Engliſh. He repreſented, therefore, 
effectually, that for ſuch extraordinary Aſſiſt- 
ance, which alone could put the Means of 
making it into their Power, a proper Satiſ- 
faction ought in Juſtice to be made, and that 
this ſuitable Satisfaction ſhould be made like- 
wiſe in a proper Manner. He was apprehen- 
ſive alſo, upon this Head, that a falſe De- 
licacy might produce future Diſputes, and 
therefore very prudently provided, that the 
unliquidated Demands in the Sketch ſhould 
be reduced to a Certainty. He alſo enlarged 
the Sums ſtipulated for the Loſſes of private 
Per ſons, and diſtinguiſhed them under National 
Heads ; that, if poſſible, no Jealouſies or Heart- 
burnings might ariſe in the Colony, when they 
came to be actually paid. 


The ſureſt as well as the ſhorteſt Method of | 
ſetting this Matter in a true Light, and that 
will at once place it in the ſtrungeſt, is to inſert 
the original Plan of the new Alliance, as tranſ- 
mitted to Mr. Watts, and then the Project 
ſettled by that Gentleman, which the Reader 
will hereafter have an Opportunity of compar» 
ing with the A Alliance concluded. | 
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Copy of the ArTicuss of A gree- 
ment ſent by Colonel Clive, to 
Wilkam Watts, Eq; May 2, 


757. 


N Alliance offenſive and defenſive againſt 
all Enemies: The French Fugitives to 
be taken and delivered up to us; all the Fac- 
tories to be delivered up to us, in order to be 
deſtroyed; the French never to be permitted 
to re · ſettle in this Subaſhip; the Conſideration 
of which, the Engliſp Company will annually 
pay the Amount of Duties uſually paid into 
the King's Treaſury on the French Trade, or 
2 Sum not exceeding Fifty thouſand Rupees 
annually. 


Reſtitution of the Company's Loſs by the 
taking of Calcutta, and their Out-Settlements; 
alſo Reſtitution for the Loſſes of all Europeans 
by Ditto, as may be ſtated fairly by Admiral 
Watſon, the Governor, Colonel Clive, William 
Watts, Eſq; Major Kilpatrick, and Mr. Becher. 


Blacks and Armenians are not included. 


That 
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That the Whole of our Phirmaund be com- 


plied” u with, and all other Grants made to us, 
particularly; in the Treaty with Suraia le. 


Nenn 


That Ss Bounds of Case are tn PRAP 
the whole Circle of Dizchdug, upon the Inva- 
ſion of the Marattes ; alſo Six hundred Yards 
without it, for an Eſplanade. 


The e 3 our Donna: to Is 
entirely ſubject to the Engliſh Laws and Go- 
N 


That we have Liberty to fortify and garriſon. 
our Factories of Caſimbuxar and Dacca, as we 
think proper, and a ſufficient Frans be 
granted us round each. 


That Convoys to and from one of our Set- 
tlements to another, be permitted to paſs with- 
out Interruption or Moleſtation. 


That the Moors ſhall erect no Fortifications 
within Twenty Miles of the River Ps from 


Hughley to. Ingelee. 


That a Tra& of Land be TE over to * 
Engliſh Company, whoſe Revenues ſhall be 
ſufficient to maintain a proper Force of Euro- 

F 2 peans 
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peans and Seapoys, to keep out the French, and 
aſſiſt the Government againſt all Enemies, 


That whenever the Zngliſþ Troops are called 
to the Aſſiſtance of the Government, that the 
extraordinary Expences of the Campaign be 
made good by the Government, 


That an Engliſh Gentleman, in Quality of 
Envoy, be permitted to reſide at Court, and be 
treated with due Reſpect. ö 


Minutes of the Treaty by Mr. . atts, 
May 14, 1757. 


1 8 
I. That be will confirm all the Grants the for- 
mer Nabob made us. 


II. He will make an Alliance with the Engliſb, 
5 offenſive and defenſive, againſt all Erie - 


mies, either Natives or Zuropeans. 


III. Whatever French are in his Provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar, or Orixa, to be deliver- 
ed up with all their Houſes and Fac- 
tories, and they never permitted to ſet- 
tle more in either of thoſe Provinces. 


1 V. On 
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I. On Account of the Company” $ | es: 


Loſs* © 


V. On Account of the Loſſes of 
55 Europeans — — 0 $30 Lack, 


VI. Ditto Fentoows _— — —30 De 
VII. Ditto Armenians — = —10 De 
VIII. Ditto for Omicbund — —30 De 


*The Rupee is a Silver Coin, ſtruck in the Mog hol's 


Mints, with an Inſcription of his Name and Titles, the 


Year of his Reign, and the Place at which it was ſtruck. 
It weighs from 7 dw. 10 f gy. to 7. dw. 11 gr. and the 
Proportion of Allay to fine Silver, its as 1 or 2 to 100. 
One hundred thouſand Rupees make a Lack, One hun- 
dred Lacks a Coroe or Crore, One hundred Crores an 
Arrib. 


TABLE of Rupps. 


1 of Rupees, (. Sterling. 
T — — — 12,500 

10 —Gᷓ—2:ͤvuõ — — 125,000 

20 — — — 250, ooo 
30 —— —' . — 375,900 
40 | — — — 500, ooo 
50 müJ— —— — 25, ooo 
560. 66 
At. —_— — $75,000 
e — — l, oco, ooo 
90 * — — 1,125,000 
Crore— — == — 15,25, ooo 
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IX, Whatever Ground there is within the Cal. 
cutia Ditch, belonging to the Zemin- 
dars, to be given to the Engliſh, and 


Six hundred Yards without the Pitch 
all round. | 


X. A Tract of Land, whoſe Rent in the King" > 
Books amounts to 100,000 Rupees 
yearly, to be bought at a reaſonable Va- 
lue, from the Zemindary, and the Nabob 
to aſſiſt us in the Purchaſe, we paying 
the annual Piſcaſh or Revenue, as uſual, 
to the Nabob. Whatever Profit may 
ariſe from this Zemindary, is to go to- 
wards paying our Milita x. 


XI. Whenever the Nabob wants the Aſſiſtance 
of our Troops, the extraordinary Ex- 
pence to be paid by him. | 

His Plan of the Treaty was returned, with 

Alterations: Some of the Articles were mo- 

dified, and a Blank left for the Company's De- 

mand, that in caſe Meer Jaffeir ſhould think it 

too extravagant, Mr. Watts might have Li- 

berty to moderate it, and he was deſired” to 

pet it carried into Execution ; but it will ap- 
pear in the Treaty itſelf, which will be-here- 


after given, that Mr. Walis got the Treaty exe- 
cuted 2 
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cuted, without any Deduction or Modification. 
This was a Work equally arduous and hazard- 
ous, as Things then ſtood, when every Look, 
every Word, every Motion of his was ſuſpect⸗ 
ed, and which at the ſame Time rendered the 
procuring its Concluſion expeditiouſly a Cir- 
cumſtance of the utmoſt Conſequence; | In all 
this, the Riſk might be truly ſaid to fall en- 
tirely upon himſelf; ſo that it is not eaſy to 
imagine, how any Man's Circumſtances could 
be more critical than his actually were in this 
Conjuncture. We ſhall however ſee, that they 
really became ſo afterwards, and this in a very 
high Degree, and in very many Reſpects, from 
Cauſes that could not be avoided, and which 
kana a Train of unforeſeen Events. 


Ic was pretty early known, that wo Jaf- 
fir had entertained no very favourable No- 
tion of Omichund, but there was a Neceſſity of 
employing and truſting him notwithſtanding, 
of which though the former did not complain, 
yet he did not diſlike him the leſs. In the 
midſt of theſe arduous Tranſactions, and when 
every one clſe had their Hands and their Hearts 
full, it came into Omichund's Head to practiſe a 

little, upon Saraja Dowlat,, probably that he 
might be ſure of ſomewhat, however Things 
went, He mentioned to Mr, Watis this very 
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fine-ſpun Project, to which, that it appeared 
wild and ſtrange, was by no Means the ſtrong· 
eſt Objection. It was, however, in vain to 
make any: there was Money he thought to be 
got, and, if it was poſſible, he was reſolved to 
get it. On the Sixteenth of May he went to 
the Palace, where, exerting his admirable Fa- 
culty of magnify ing the Utility and exalting the 
Credit of the Advice he had to give, and hav- 
ing firſt alarmed the Suba's timid Mind, by 
touching many Subjects he knew were diſ- 
agreeable, and in the Cloſe, when he ſaw him 
ſufficiently amazed, condeſcended to hint, thar 
he had found Means, with great Difficulty, to 
come at a Secret of the laſt Conſequence, and 
for the revealing of which he was ſure to loſe 
his Life, if it was ſo much as ſuſpected that he 
had penetrated and diſcloſed it. Promiſes of 
every kind were made, and at length out it 
came, that the Eugliſb had diſcovered all his 
Negociations with Mr. Buſſy, ſome Circum- 
ſtances of which he mentioned; that, upon 
this, they had ſent two Gentlemen to confer 
with, and to convince him, how much more it 
would be for his Intereſt to concur with them; 
and that they had made, or were upon the 
Point of making, a Peace; which, without 
doubt, muſt be at his Expence. As ſtrange as 
F it 
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it may ſeem, Omichund' prevailed over a Man's 

Foibles, which he had ſtudied,” and deluded 
him into a firm Belief of all he ſaid; and, in 
conſequence of this, he procured a Perwan- 
nah, that is, an Order from the Suba to the 
Burdwan Rajah, one of his Officers, for the 
Payment of Four Lack of Rupees which he 
owed him, and the full Reſtitution of the re- 
maining Part of the Money, and all the Goods, 
of which he had been deſpoiled at Calcutia. 
This he took wonderful Care to have immedi- 
ately executed, for fear of Accidents, that very 
Night; neither did he remain within the Suba's 
Reach long after. He left Traces, however, 
behind him, that ſufficiently juſtified Meer 
Faffeir's Suſpicions, and exerted that Power 
of perplexing, which he poſſeſſed in full as 
eminent a Degree as that of perſuading. This 
was one principal Cauſe of thoſe new Difficul- 
ties, to which Mr. Watts found himſelf ex- 
poſed, when he thought the whole Stock of 
his Abilities ſmall enough to deal with the old 
o | | 


When the Agreement came to be offered to 
Roydoolub, one of the Suba's principal Minif- 
ters, but, notwithſtanding that, one of the Par- 
ties to this Treaty, he made a Doubt as to the 

| Poſſibi- 
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Poſſibility of complying with it. He ſaid, the 
Treaſury, ſince the Death of the Old Suba, 
Ali verdy Caron, had been much drained, and 
that though Suraja Dowlat was indeed very 
rapacious, yet he managed his Affairs ſo ill, 

by keeping his Forces ſo long in the Field, as 
to have impoveriſhed himſelf by a vaſt, and at 
the ſame time uſeleſs Expence. He alſo ſug- 
geſted, that poſſibly in the Confuſion that com- 
monly attends every Revolution, the Suba's 
Treaſury might be plundered, and then they 
ſhould remain bound, without having it in their 
Power to pay. But to remove theſe Difficul- 
ties, he propoſed it as an Expedient, to divide 
whatever was found in the Treaſury with the 
Engliſh, Mr. Watts, who underſtood: theſe 
People perfectly, conſented to ſign the Treaty 
with ſuch a Clauie, ſubject to the Approbation 
of the Select Committee at Calcuiig. But when 
Reydoo'ub reflected, that upon ſuch a Diviſion 
he could pretend to no Commiſſion, as he might 
on Money iſſued in virtue of the Treaty, of 
which he had Hopes given him; when Things 
came to a Criſis, he relinquiſhed his own Pro- 
poſal, and reſolved to ſign the Treaty as it 
ſtood. It appeared, that the Apprehenſions 
which occaſioned theſe Diſputes, and this De- 
lay, were infuſed into Roydoolub by Omichund, 
Who 
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who gave him to underſtand, that if once the 
Engliſh Army took Poſſeſſion of ' Muxadavad, 
they would not leave it again in three Years, 
This old-crafty Man was not ſatisfied with 
giving this Proof of his Skill in embarraſſing; 
he went much farther; and as ſoon as he was 
himſelf out of Danger, divulged the Secret, 
which brought Mr. Walls, as well as Meer 
Faffeir and the reſt, to the very Brink of 
Deſtruction; while at Calcutta he repreſented 
the whole Deſign as become deſperate and im- 
practicable, becauſe it was diſcovered. It was, 
indeed, wonderful, all Things, and more eſpe- 
eially his Behaviour, conſidered, that it was 
not ſo. However, this Effect theſe Rumours 
had; that Confuſion increaſed, Diſcontent fpread 
itſelf more and more in the Suba's Camp, and 
the Diviſions between him and his principal 
Officers grew daily wider and wider. Meer 
Jaffeir was fallen into open Diſgrace, removed 
from his Office of Buxr, or Paymaſter; upon 
which he withdrew, and continued in his Quar- 
ters with his Troops, and came no more near 
the Suba. A Circumſtance that rendered it 
next to impoſſible for Mr. Watts, who was 
ſenſible that he had many Spies upon his Con- 
duct, to have an Interview with him, whoſe 
Houſe was entirely ſurrounded by the Nabob's 
| Forces, 
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Forces, without its being known; and this had 
given the Suba an Opportunity of. executing 
his Threats, and, if that had been a Thing he 
regarded, without much injuring his Reputa- 
tion. The Matter, though ſo. much embar- 
raſſed, being ſtill abſolutely neceſſary, and the 
Time preſſing, Mr. Vatis went to him, in a 
covered Dooley, the Manner in which Women 
are conveyed in that Country, by which means 
he eſcaped Notice, and ſaw the Treaty which 
had been ſigned, ſealed and ſworn to on the 
Koran, and upon his Son's Head, by Meer 
Jaffeir, with all the Solemnity imaginable.” in 
the Evening of the Fifth of June. When this 
was.once done, and authentic Advice received 
of its being done at Calcutta, it removed all Sur- 
miles, ſilenced every Suſpicion, and by giving 
entire Satisfaction, made way for the taking 


thoſe Meaſures which were e for carry- 


ing it into ORs: 10 


But before we proceed ſarther, it will be 
proper to look upon this Treaty, which with 
ſuch indefatigable Diligence Mr. Vatis planned, 


proſecuted, and brought to bear, in deſpite of 
the Suſpicions, Spies, and inſidious Contri- 
vances of all his Enemies; by which the Com- 


pany's Commerce, and all their Eſtabliſnments 
in 
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in this Part of India, were ſecured, the Loſſes 
which the Inhabitants of thoſe Places had ſu- 
ſtained Tepaired,' 300” the Honour of the Ns a 


I 


tion vindicated! 5 F a . * 


. 


Tranſtstion of the Txxarv made 
with Meer. Jaſßeir. 


N nam. N Wiote with his own Hand. 


I Swear by « God, and by the Prophet of God, 


to abide by the Terms of this Treaty, 4s 
long as I have Life. 


272 2 
27 41 ga- 
* 


Mr JarreR KHAN BanabAx, 
Servant of King ALLUMGEER. 


J. 1 


Th REATY mas with the Admiral, 
Colonel Clive, and the other 
Counſellors, Mr. Drale and Mr. 
Watts. 


+ W. HAT EVER Articles were agreed 
VV. upon in the time of Peace with the 


1 abob Suraja Dowlat, Munſurab Mi- 
nmalet Shaik K ouli Khan Babadar, and 


Ebut Jung. 1 h to comply with. 
II. The 
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II. The Enemies of the Engliſh, are. my Ens 
mies, Whether they. be. Indians or Eu- 
 ropeans, | 


N 
he 


III. All the Effects and Factories Sogn 
to the French, in the Provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, ſhall re- 
main in the Poſſeſſion of the Exgliſo; 
nor will I ever allow them to ſettle 
any more in the Three Provinces. 


IV. In Conſideration of the Loſſes which the. 
Engliſh Company have ſuſtained, by 
the Capture and Plunder of Calcutta, 
by the Nabob, and the Charges occa- 
fioned by the Maintenance "of their 
Forces, I give them One Coroe of 
Rupees. ; | 


v. For the Effects plundered from the Zng- 
liſh Inhabitants of Calcutta, I agree 
to give them Fifty Lack of Rupees. 


VI. For the Effects plundered from the Gen- 
| toows, Muſſulmen, and other Subjects 
of Calcutta, Twenty Lack of Rupees 
{hall be * 


VII. Fer 
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VII. For the Effects plundered from the Ar- 


menian Inhabitants of Calcutta, I will 
give the Sum of Seven Lack of Ru- 
pees. The Diſtribution to be made 
of the Sums allotted the Natives, Eng- 
ib Inhabitants, Gentoows, and Muſſul- 
men, ſhall be left to the Admiral, 
Colonel Clive, Roger Drake, William 
Malis, James Kilpatrick, and Richard 
Becher, Eſqrs. to be diſpoſed of by 
them, to whom they think proper. | 


VIII. Within the Ditch, which ſorrenar thi 


Borders of Calcutta, are Tracts of 


; 5 Lands belonging to ſeveral Zemindars, 
belides which, I will grant to the Engliſh 
Company Six hundred Yards without 


the Ditch. 


IX, All the Lands lying to the South of Cal- 


cutta, as far as Culpee, ſhall be under 


the Zemindary of the En gliſp Com- 


pany, and all the Officers of thoſe 
Parts ſhall be under their Juridiction; ; 
the Revenues to be paid by them in 
the ſame Manner with other Zemin- 


dars. 


* When- 
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X. Whenever I demand the Aſſiſtance of the 
the Maintenance of their Troops. 


XI. I will not erect any new Fortifications 
near the River Ganges, below Hugbley. 


XII. As ſoon as I am eſtabliſhed in the Three 
Provinces, the Sums as aforeſaid ſhall 
be faithfully paid. 


Dated the r;th Ramzan, in the Fourth 
Year of the preſent Reign. 


The perfect Harmony that ſubſiſted be- 
eween Vice-Admiral Wat ſon and Colonel Clive, 
and the intire Confidence repoſed in them by 
the Select Committee, was upon this Occaſion, 
as it had been often before, the principal Source 
of that Alacrity with which every thing was 
undertaken. A Train was immediately pro- 
vided, a Detachment of Fifty Sailors, with a 
full Complement of Officers appointed to aſ- 
fiſt thoſe who had the Direction of it; and in- 
ſtructions were given for ſtationing a Twenty 
Gun Ship above Hughley, to keep the Com- 
munication with the Army open. Theſe Steps 
were abſolutely requiſite, and others of a like 

Nature 
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folly: ent by the Officers in the King's 
and the Company's Seryice; the Select Com- 
mittee did their Buſineſs in Silence; and 
though'there was a warm Spirit of Emulation, 
yet the leaſt Spark of Envy or Jealouſy, never 
appeared, though ſo many Corps of different 
Kinds were ſerving conjunaly in the Expe- 
dition. This, as it was truly , ſingular, | was 
allo remarkably happy; for no Exploit of 
this Conſequence was ever begun or proſecuted. 


in a more critical Situation, or where any unto- 


ward Accident might have more eaſily occa- 
toned, a Diſappointment. The Forces that 
were to be employed, though more numerqus 
than in the preceding Operations, ye yet Were 
but 4" Handfol' in compariſon of the Suba' 8 
Army. Meer Jalfeir, Who had ſeparated his 
Corps of Troops, was again joined, with the 
Suba, but without any real Recogciliation 
on either Part: Vet this, however, was ſuf- 
ficient to raiſe a Doubt, how far any. Depend- | 
ance could be formed upon his acting s and 
what followed, plainly ſhewed that Suſpicion -. 
was not ill founded. There was no ſmall Pan- 
ger of being ſurrounded. by theſe ſuperior 
Troops, and if the Communication with the 
River had been intercepted, the greateſt Dif- 
ficulties- might have enſued. Beſides theſe, 

G the 


ly contrived and chear- 
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j: che rainy ame was juſt coming. on; ſo that, 
1 Things taken together, and the Hazard 
that was to be run heing maturely weighed, 
N 11th; I-oors embarked-in this Deſign hadag che 
:| 01 danse Reaſon to repine at zhe Price they paid 
for our Aſſiſtance; as on the other hand, their 
#1 on Safety, and the large Stake for which 
they fought, being conſidered, the Engliſs 
had great Encouragement to exert themſelves 
with that ſteady Intrepidity whieh they did. 
Mr. Watts, from what he knew of the Suba's 
natural Diſpoſition, and what he had obſerved 
with reſpect to his Forces, and thoſe who com- 
manded them, formed fo true a:Judgment of 
Hall that might happen, and had previouſly ac- 
aquainted the Select Committee with, theſe Sen- 
timents, that there ſcarce fell out any Thing 
in the Progreſs of this Expedition hich was 
not fore ſeen, and in regard to which therefore 
dhe bee Precautions had not been akeny; 
38230 ,593359qQtut fg5l 
Aden kniſhing his man» wk Meer 
| _ Jaffeir, and taking all the Meaſures requiſite 
for executing his intended. declining from the 
Suba in time of Action, and, if a he 
af able Opportunity offered „ his: 
there ſeemed to be no arther. N eceſſity Ne 
Mr. Watts to continue under the Eye e of a 
«provoked and eee Prince. But this very 


Circum- 
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Circumſtance rendered it expedient ; to diſtract 


his Thoughts, to give him u Diffidence bf the 


Informations he received and eto afford Lei- 
ſurel fot che Preparations maleing t Calurta. 
His Houſe was ſurrounded Wär Spies gr ho 
watched not oniy his Motions, but his Words 
and Locks. It may be, the ſtrong Aſſurances 
they ae, ab ke could take no Methöd to 
withdraw; but they muſt have previous! In- 
telligence, contributed to nis Safery. How- 
ever, his Condition was moſt unhappy; 4. ſud- 


den Stürt of Paſſion im the Subu hal Wr Mo-. 
meyt brought him to à violent Death,” atleaſt ; 
perhaps, to Tortures. At Calcutta they" d 


ſo true a Senſe of his Danger, that it was inore 
tha onee debe ves deut dener 

öff his Head, and ſet it upbn # Pole There 
Was likewiſe Doubts as to the Means of his eſ- 


caping. He choſe to do it with the Reſt of 


the Gentlemen on Horſeback; the Manner 
leaſt ſuſpected, becauſe of the Length of the 
Journey, and the extreme Hear of the Seaſon, 


Wich Fea it exceſſively fatiguing, and 


not à Rttle' dangerous!” But when he under- 

"ſtbod IO Clive, that every ching 
8078 tion Was compleatéd he 
51 125 of _ the? 2 

on the Eleventh” of- un made his Elxape, 


cho 1 not unpürſued! It was not to Culcutta 
1 G 2 he 
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he directed his Courſe, but to the Army; in 
which he continued, and was preſent at the de- 
cifive Action wikch brought on the Completion 
of his Treaty, and thereby reſtored Peace to 
Bengal. Let us now reſume the ae of, 
the Britifo Forces. F030 135 6 f 939 3M Wh, 


| All Things being in Readineſs, the Aruty. | 
which conſiſted of One thouſand Europeans, 
Two thouſand Seapoys, Fifty Seamen, under 
the Command of a Lieutenant, with Seven, 
Midſhipmen, and Eight Pieces of Cannon, be- 
gan their March from Chandenagore towards 
Cafſimbuzar on the 13th of June. The very 
ſame Day Mr. Watts joined the Colonel, to 
whom he imparted all the Lights, and gave 
the beſt Intelligence in every Reſpect that was 
in his Power. On the 19th the Town and Fort 
of Cutwa, ſituated on the ſame Side with Gan. 
denagore, of that River which forms the Wand 
of Caſſi mbuzar, was attacked and taken. This 
was an Event of ſome Importance, as it opened 
a free Paſſage, which could not have been 
eaſily forced, if it had been properly defended. 
The Army halted there for two Days, in orden 
to receive, ſome Accounts of the Enemies 
Strength, as well. as to gain certain Advice of 
what 'might be expected from thoſe who, were, 
entered into the Party with, and engaged to 
ſupport, Meer Foffeirz which, when it arrived, 
was 


F 
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was far enough from being ſatisfactory or ex. 

Colonel, however, was ſo well 
informed by Mr. Watts. as to the real Cauſes | 
of this Teeming Backwardneſs, and had from l 
his own Experience and Penetration ſo Juſt 4 


plicit. The 


Notion of the Moors Mode of acting, which, 

without, ſuch previous Acquaintante with their 
Temper and Manners, might probably have 
confounded any other Officer in his Station, that 


on the 22d of the ſame Month he paſſed the | 


River, and continued his March directly to- 
wards Plaiſy, where the Army arrived, and took 
up their Ground about One the next Morning, 


without meeting with any Diſturbance or «ge, 


leſtation on their March. 


This Poſt was extremely well cheet for ib 
Country, and for the Method in which mos 


People make War. It was a Grove, covere 
on every Side by Mud Banks, in the Midſt of a 


Plain. At Day-break, on the 23d, the Suba's 


Army advanced within a very ſmall Diſtance, 
and with a manifeſt Deſign to attack the E- 
liſh Forces. He had about Fifteen thouſand 
Horſe; and between Twenty and Thirty thou- 


ſand Foot, with upwards of Forty Pieces of 
heavy Califion! which were managed by Freunch- 
men, upon whoſe Skill and Courage he greatly 


depended, - The Van was commanded by Roy- 
doolub, and the left Wing by Meer Jaffeir. 
G3 About 
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Moors had fired With Succeſs, is | OE 


| Derachments to poſſeſs two other 
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they began t9.canno ok aa ge pretty. 
ſmartly on every; Side, and. this Diftri wtign of 
ai gave them two great Advantages : 

Firſt, a they were much larger, and carried a 
heavier, Weight of, Metal, they did. 050 
where the Engliſb Artillery was of no 


in che next Place, being thus ſeparated 10 a, con: 
ſiderable Diſtance from each other, it was im. 
poſſible to make any Attempt to ſeize. them, 
and therefore all the Colonel could do, was to 
take the Benefit of his intrenched Poſts, and 
leave; his Troops as little expoſed as poſſible. 
If-the; Suba, or any of his Officers, had under- 
Kood well what they were about, they might 
certainly have proſecuted, their Scheme, and 


have completely inveſted the Eugliſũ Army, 
and then the Colonel muſt have Waitec the Ap- | 


proach of Night, in order to have forced a Paſ- 


lage through the Camp, which be, in reality had 
deligned. But the Enemy, on the,contrary, 
upon the falling of a ſmart Shower about Noon, 


withdrew their Artillery within their 9 2 


Upon this, a Detachment marched with 1 "WO 


Field Pieces, and took. Poſſeſpon of 2 Tank, 
covered with high Banks, from whence 55 


have brought. out their Artillery. 
prevented; and this [encouraged t 


or 2. 


jk 


din | 
6 | very 
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very near an Angle of their "Cap, covered by 
a double Bfraſt work; aha from'thente as Weil 
as ftom uether Eminence, Wilen ftirergdtta 
ed Ar tlleit Polen, they Kept ' ene 
ſmart” Fire with" Their Stad Arms: They ſel 
veral Times endeavoured to bring up Cariion 
to thoſe Poſts, but our Field Pieces Were re 
happily poſted, and fo well ſerved, that they 
could never ether it. At length Me Eo 
ſtottgeck that Auge and Eminenes at the fat 
Inſtant of Time, though the former Wis de“ 
fended 5 Forty French, and a' very numerous 
Body of the Suba's Troops, Who had hkewiſe 
in that Poſt Two Pieces of Cannon, and the 
Hatter by a confiderable Corps of Root dn 
Horse! Some Perſons of Biſtinction Belt 
killed immediately before, or at the Beg 
1 rhe Attack, the Enemy being tie vy 
„ quickly gave way, and both the Poſts 
605 forced with a very trifling Expence ro n. 
tli6ugh they offered ſeverely. On this''the 
right Wing and Center fled, abandonitg cher 
Cie and Artillery. Their Loſs in this Ackion 
fell little; if at all, ſhort of Five kundted Meg, 
and be boden Forty and Fiſty Pleces bf Cane. 
Of the Enge Forces, tlitre were TWefy 
Lied id Plfey unde, the greateft Part bf 
9 E'Seapo poys. The Fight of the Ehe- 


th Mounted 
7 W was f Pfetipitate, 851 the Süba, mo 
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on LCemel, with the better Part of * * 
arrived at Muxadauad, which was Twenty Miles 
diſtant, by Twelve at Night. The Colonel, af, 
ter purſuing them Five or Six Miles, halted his 
Troops, and diſpoſed of them in the beſt Man- 
ner he could. Such was the Battle, wed 1 
doctiove: Victory of Plaiſfy! 


It was . during the Action, that a 
great Body of Horſe, i in the < Enemy? s left Wing, 
kept moſtly hovering at a Diſtance. But as 
they made no Signals, though they ſometimes 
advanced within Cannon-thot, they were more 
than once taught by our Artillery to retire. 
However, after the Victory was declared, the 
Colonel was informed that theſe were Meer Jo 
fir 8 Troops, which remained on the Field 
a Body, and the next Day, in the Morning, he 
had an Interview with Mr. Clive, in which, 
after congratulating him upon his Victory, and 
applauding his Conduct, he ſignified his Will- 
ingneſs to ratify the Treaty, and to perform 
all the Articles of it punctually, as ſoon as it 
was in his Power. Colonel Clive adviſed him 
to march without Delay, and make himſelf 
Maſter of the Capital of the Provinces, before 
Suraja Dowlat could have Time to recolle& 
himſelf, or draw. together any conſiderable Part 
of his diſperſed Army. Meer Zaffeir ſaw the 


Utility of this Advice, which he carried into 


5 Execu- 
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Batting with: the utmoſt Expedition. At his; 


Entrance into Muxedaved, he found the Cityſin 
the utmoſt Conſternation. The Suba was in Po, 


ſeſſion of his Palace on the other Side of the Ri- 
ver, with ſome Troops about him, amongſt 
whom he diſtributed ſeveral Lack of Rupees; 
but the Reſt, as had been foreſeen, diſperſed. 
A few Hours after, in a Fit of Deſpair, he 
withdrew, accompanied only by Five Perſons; 
and took with him a large Sum in Gold, and 
Jewels to an immenſe Value. Upon the 
News of this, Meer Jaffeir immediately paſſ- 
ed the River, entered the Palace, and aſſum- 
ed the Title of Suba, without any Oppoſitiaon. 


At the ſame Time, he ſcized the Treaſures of 


his Predeceſſor; and Things being in this Situ- 
ation, he diſpatched Advice inſtantly to Colo- 
nel Clive. As there was ſtill a great Ferment- 
ation amongſt the People, and no Certainty of 
what was become of Suraja Dowlat, it was 
judged expedient, upon the Arrival of this 
News, to ſend Mr. Watts and Mr. Walſb thi- 
ther, that they might uſe their beſt Endeavours 
to quiet the Metropolis, to fortify the new Su- 
ba_in his Diſpoſition to fulfil the Agreement, 
and to put an End to the preſent Confuſions as 
foon as it was poſſible. They were fortunate 
enough to fucceed in this important Commit. 
lion; and all Things being reduced to a greater 

bs W 
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Degree of Order and Tranguillity ths could 

well be expected, Colonel Ce was invited to 
pay a Viſit to the Nabob. On the 29th 775 

he ma made his public Entry into Taue 
e by a Guard of Two hundred European 0 


E 1 hree hundred Seapoys. He was receiv- 


ed there with the utmoſt Expreſſions of Joy, 
and the loudeſt Acclamations of the People, as 
well as with the moſt profound Marks of Ref: 
| I and the warmeſt Teſtimonies of Ghats 
rude, by Meer Jalfeir, with whom he went 19 


the Palace, and ſaw him ſeated i in For m, upon 


the Mysxvup, or Carpet of State, where he Was 
unanimouſly faluted Suba, and thereby inveſted 
with the ſupreme Authority over the Provit- | 
ces, with general «Applauſe. Thus, in a Fort. 


night's Time, this amazing Revolution was be- 


gun and ended, and that happy Change effect. 
ed, from which fuch numerous Benefits have 


 fince flowed to the Eaſt India Company, and 


, Brvgh Subjects in Bengal. 0 1561116 


Doi 195119290118 Jon Y 5d 

About the ſame time the unfortunate Surgja 

Dowlat was ſeized near Raj amaal : It is certain 

that he was in a very low and diſtrefled, Condi; 
tion, with hardly any Cloaths upon his Back, 
ang the Report went, that hey ſought Shelterii 
the Hlouſe of a Mang whoſe, Eajs he had cauſe 

to he cut off in one of his Tigalportaof Paſſign 


a by whom he was diſcovered, and given up 


£9 


de Revolinon in Bans a 8 2 
g ners. Be that | It / Fil ie ch king | 
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CIOS NN Ft j 11 
eee 3 
fine e th 8 885 on, 0 N end- es 
ing fo 115 earneſtly, 5 ublic, to take che 5 2 


Me of ds.t0 1 ſcape; but at all Events 


to 2 {cy 
A e Life. The young Man, in in rad 

g hat R pet which was ve. to, 18 
op r's 4 —— + no ſooner had him 1 in chi ‚ 
80 than he cauſed him to be privately put 


to Death, At this, when the Suba appeared to be 


diſplaſece his Son alleged, that the captive Su- 
ba bad f 1 . — ns and convey, Let 
ted phon the *. Jemidlars, in order 
— — in t be Army. to prevent 
Which, he knew no other certain Remedy than 
priying him of Life, which,be.chought 
was likewiſe better done, without expecting any 


farther Orders. It has been ſurmiſed, and very 
probably not altogether without Grounds, that 


there was ſomething of Colluſtion in this Matter 
between the Father \and'the Son; à Thing th 
deed not at all unfrequent in this Patt of the 
World" and{what made it paſs for's'Kingof 

Juſtice; was che Retnembränee that Pebple had; 

Htrelus unhappy/young Man, Suraja Bü 
kuclibelnm often er 15 yed in the very fathe AQ, 


by the old Suba, * Who availing 
him- 
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himſelf of the ſanguinary Diſpoſition- af his 
Grandſon, made uſeiof him to remove ſuch as 

through Avarice, Suſpicion, or Reſentment, he 
inclined to have taken away, and rg to ſave 
e, diſavowed the Fat. 1 


. 


Such was the End of eie Dowlat, in 1 
Prime of his Youth, being at the Hour of his 
Death ſcarce Twenty-five Years of Age. An 
End! ſuitable to his Life, which had been ſpent 


in Violence and Blood. He was naturally raſh 


and headſtrong, conceived the ſtrongeſt Reſent- 
ment on the flighteſt Occaſions, often without 
any Occaſion at all; and notwithſtanding the 
Variableneſs of his Nature, and the continual” 
Fluctuation of his Mind, either executed ſud- 
denly the Dictates of his Paſſion, or, where that 
was impracticable, perſiſted in his bad Inten- 
tions, though he never ſnewed any Steadineſs 
in the Performance of his Promiſes, or any Re- 
gard to his Oaths, which he made and broke 
with the very ſame Facility. The only Excuſe 
that can be offered for him, is, that he had a 
View of Sovereignty from his Infancy; little, 
and that but bad, Education in his Youth ; 
andy after all, lived not long enough to attain” 
any great Experience, which poſſibly might have 
made him better, and poſſibly alſo might have 
made him worſe, His Reign was but of Fourteen 
n and in that Space he had little Quiet 

him- 
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himſelf; allowed none to his Subjects; and wick 


boundleſs Autherity, and immenſe Riches, ne- 


ver excited Duty, or ſo much as acquired a 
fingle Friend, whoſe ſage Advices might have 
prevented his ſad Cataſtrophe. How inſignifi- 
cant then is Power! How deſtructive is Wealth! 
when they fall into the Hands of him, who 


For PoRenies: that he 13 abuſe e | 
%* tx ig") 


There was a en e, the Fate 


of Suraja Dewlat, that perhaps contributed to 


make even the Manner of it leſs regretted. M. 
Law, who had been formerly the French Chief 


at Caſſimbuxar, a Gentleman, to do him Juſtice, 


of Honour and Abilitics, had collected T.] ỹ 


hundred of his Nation for the Service of, the 


Suba, and was within a few Hours March of 
him when he was taken; upon hearing of which 


he ſtopped. This is. a concluſive Proof tha 


he was in his Pay, and a Circumſtance that very 


fully zuſtifies. the Engliſb in their Conduct. If 
he had reached, and preſerved Suraja Dowlat,, » 
the War would not have been ſo eaſily and o iT. 


ſpeedily finiſhed. He who was without Friends 


in his, Diſtreſs, might have again found Troops 


for Pay, or perhaps for Promiſes; ſo that his 
Death-i in this Reſpect had a ſtronger Air gf Por 
licy, and contributed toradd Credit to the Re⸗ 
port, that his Succeſſor Was not ſo intire Ar 


dne to it as he. ſeemed. This Eyent. 2470 
_ - WL 
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wiſe made it evident, that theArticle which pro- 
vided againſt the Return of the French into Ben- 
gal, was not either improper or imprudent. 
| :0::Golonel-Giivryrehodeen/Thits! and!theje Con- 
'\2:ſequences: in aw Inſtant, detached Captain Caote, 
then of Colonel Adlercorn's Regiment, with 
Two hundred Europeans, and Five hundred 
Seapays, in Purſuit of Mr. Law; and though 
that Force was fully ſufficient, yet he engaged 
the Suba to ſend alſo Two thouſand of his 
Horſe, that his own; Subjects and all India 
might know, that the French were equally his 
Enemies and Our's, and that being accuſtomed, 
from his firſt Entrance on Government, to ful- 
fib his Engagements, he might learn to place 
rr own Grandeur in adhering to his Word, 
and expect the Safety of his Dominions from 
the punctual Performance of his Promiſes. A 
Le ſſon that could not * mene a more con- 
venient Time. 100 28W -C d! 


The ſetting up the new, or e 1 ee 
the old Form of Rule, was entirely due tot the 
" Engliſh, and the Suba and his  Subjedts” \ > 

1 alike ſenſible of 1 it; which Was A a Point of e -p 
Honour and. Advantage to 'the e Nation. 

" afforded a ſtrong and 8 Trious: Proof, 0 dg 

"who in fo 1018 a Courfe of cars H ter 
given the eaſt T rouble ot Vneatinet $ to. 
Government, were yet able to do ehe es 


Juſtice, when there was no other way left t 
remain 
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remain in Quiet. On the other Hand, all the 


Advantages gained were by the fair and open 


r diſicaly Par was performed by vs, Abd not 
taken violentliy or by force of Armsgoahough 
at the ſame time it was evidently in aun wer 
to have done it, if it had been at all in our 
Will. When, therefore, Colonel. Cliue and 
Mr. Malts applied themſelves to the Suba, for 

(the) ſpecific: Performance of that Agteement, 
which he had made previous to his Acceffion, 

the (Juſtice of their Demand was without 

Heſitation acknowleged. The State of the 


o Treaſury laid before them in the moſt 
n Manner, ſo as to leave them eubefthe 


leaſt Reaſon to doubt, that what Neydodlubd 
memioned as an Objection at the concluding 
of the Treaty, was a real Matter of Fact; and 
from the Diſſipation that had happened ſince, 
the Suba was not in a Condition to fulfil his 
Promiſes, and diſcharge, all his Obligations at 

” once. Beſides, it was for the intereſt of the 
Engliſh, as well as for the Reputation of the 
Company, to ſupport the Government which 
3 5755 the Work. of their own Hands, „ And 
pot le ve A 15 whom. they, had raiſed tothe 
5 Mie 914 ee eee 
A nce f uppoſing this in their Power, it. muſt 
ve Lg Sire, im, and no leſs 
diſgraced % c 


„Nlethod of à Treaty, in Which thes fir and 


2 +... 


a. 


— 


8 —...ñʃ ͤ —＋—ÿ)ꝛm 
— e CC — — 
SOL akin — — 


« —— 
ä 


. d 
— — —ͤ—ͤ—ñů — US- rtS. . 9- n , e 


——E＋ꝑʒUk — — 


—— —— v—ů 


IE — K 
—— —— — 342 — — — 2 | 
1 - 
, 4 


112 M MoOofR s 72 

In this State of Things, the Propoſition he 
made ſeemed too equitable to be rejected. He 
offered to pay down a Third of the whole- 
Sum, to make it up one Moiety in a very 
ſhort Space of Time, and to diſcharge the Re- 


mainder by equal Payments, in the Space of 


Three Years. This, therefore, was accepted, 
from a moral Perſuaſion that he, who parted 
with one Half in Conſideration of what had 
been done for him, would likewiſe pay the 
other Half in the limited Time, to ſecure Aſ- 
ſiſtance, in caſe any thing more was to be 


done. Theſe then were the real Motives to 


the Agreement, which indeed took its Riſe 
from Neceflity, a Law that maintains its 
Rights under every Government, and ig all 
Climates. There is a known Cuſtom through- 
out India, and in that Country more than in 
any other Cuſtom has the Force of a Law, 
that Ten per Cent. is paid as Treaſury Fees 
upon all Sums received, which thoſe Gentlemen 
had Weight enough with Roydoolud to reduce 
to Five; and by the Help of this Conceſſion, 
every thing was very ſoon adjuſted, and the 


complete Moiety came into the Company's 
Poſſeſſion. The candid Reader will probably 


think that Colonel Clive and Mr. Fatts did, 
upon this very momentous Occaſion, all that 
it was in r Power to do, and this was alſo 
| their 
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their Sentiment ; for as ſoon as more was in 
their Power, they took care to improve the 
Opportunity for the common Benefit of all 
concerned. A. concluſive Teſtimony of the 
Uprightneſs of their enten in the whole 
of this Tranſaction, = 
(14h 
This wonderful Sunſhine of Proſperity at 
Calcutta was ſuddenly overcaſt, by the Death 
of a great Man, to whoſe Virtues and Abi-- 
lities the Inhabitants were indebted, in a very 
high Degree, for all the Happineſs they pol-,, 
ſeſſed. This was Charles Watſon, Eſq; Vice- 
Admiral of the Blue, whoſe amiable Qualities 
in private Life added Luſtre to his public 
Character. His Sentiments were noble, ge- 
nerous, and humane, his Manners graceful, 
eaſy, and polite; no Gentleman was ever 
more capable of gaining the Eſteem of thoſe 
with whom he converſed, and no Officer ever 
underſtood better how to exerciſe the Benevo- 
lence and Sweetneſs of his own Diſpoſition, 
without - impairing his Authority. In bis 
Station he was Active without Hurry; Vigilant, 
without ſeeming to be Buſy; and, with an 
open Countenance, ever attentive to his Duty. 
His Orders were obeyed with Pleaſure, becauſe 
they were enforced by his Example; and he 
was himſelf ready to do more than he ever ex- 
H pected 
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pected ſrom others. His having the Command 
in that critical Conjuncture, was, from the 
Beginning, looked upon as a ſingular and ſig- 
nal Bleſſing to the Engliſh ſettled in the Indies; 
and every Action of his afterwards confirmed 
that Notion. No Wonder then, that his Death 
was conſidered as a common Calamity, and his 
Loſs regretted as a public Misfortune. He 
was interred on the 17th of Auguſt, when an 
unfeigned Sorrow was plainly viſible in the Face 
of every Inhabitant, and a voluntary univerſal 
Mourning expreſſed, in ſome Degree, the true 
Senſe the People had of his Merit, and the Ef- 
fects that had been derived to them from thence, 
Indeed, they had been inconſolable, but for the 
Hopes they had ſtill left in Admiral Pocock. 
Hopes! that did not deceive them, and which 
have been productive of new Honours to the 
Britiſh Flag. 
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It was to the Attention of the Adminiſtration 
at Home, that the Company and the Subjects 
of Great Britain in India owed theſe potent and 
timely Succours; and, which was of no leſs 
Conſequence, the prudent and happy Choice 
of the Officers who commanded them. The 
French, though deficient elſewhere, had a con- 
ſiderable Naval Force in the Indies, and were 
tor this Reaſon very confident of their Succeſs 

83 in 
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in that Part of the World ; in which, perhaps, 
they had not been deceived, if, upon the De- 
miſe of Vice-Admiral Y/atſon, the Command 
had devolved upon an Officer of leſs Merit, or 
even upon an Officer whofe Merit had been leſs 
known or leſs eſtabliſhed than that of Mr. Po- 
cock. As it was, the Spirits of Britiſh Subjects 
were not depreſſed, or thoſe of the Enemy 
raiſed. They had already known and felt his 
Courage, and he made them very quickly ſen- 
ſible of the Extent of his Capacity. They ſaw 
him equally active and vigilant : Their Squa- 
drons no ſooner appeared, than they had his in 
View. He was the Guardian of all our Settle- 
ments, and the Bane of all their Armaments 
and Expeditions. His Sagacity defeated many 
of their Deſigns, his Dexterity and Diſpatch 
diſconcerted others, till, by his Victories, he 
ruined, not their Reputation only, but their 
Strength in Alia, as completely as other Admi- 
rals had done in Europe and America. Theſe 
are Facts indiſputable ; and, as they are con- 
nected with our Subject, we may take the Li- 
berty of mentioning them, without giving Of- 
fence to that Gentleman, whoſe Modeſty ren- 
ders him as amiable, as his other Virtues have 


made him conſpicuous. But to return to our 
Subject. 
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All Infant Governments are in their very 


Nature ſubject to Diſorders. The new Suba, 


ſoon after the Departure of Colonel Clive, felt 
ſufficiently, that, contrary to the firſt flatter- 
ing Appearances, his Adminiſtration was not 
thoroughly eſtabliſhed. Some of the Nabobs 
in his Province, dubious of his Intentions to- 
wards them, made no great haſte to acknow- 
ledge an Authority that might be prejudicial to 
their own; and in the Indies, this kind of De- 
lay is ever conſidered as Diſobedience. Beſides, 
Meer Feff:ir remembered the Advice which 
the Colonel had given him at Parting, which 
was, to acquire a Reputation for Firmneſs 
from his ea:licſt Actions, if he meant to taſte 
Quict in the remaining Part of his Reign. He 
reſolved, therefore, to employ his Forces againſt 
thoſe, who, though they did not preiume to 
queſtion his Title, fhewed, notwithſtanding, a 
Reluctandy to acknowledge it. He found, how- 
ever, a ſudden Stop put to his Operations. At 
the Beginning, ſome of his Officers were in— 
tractable, and his Troops in general were un- 
willing to move. He was intitled by the 
Treaty to Aſſiſtance from the Engliſh, and, 
upon his making the Demand, Colonel Clive 
marched inſtantly to his Kelief. His Forces 
were not numerous ; but he brought with him 
a Reputation that carried with it a Perſuaſion 

that 
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that he was ever irrefiftable, and his very Pre- 
ſence in the Suba's Camp reſtored Obedience 
to that Prince. Colonel Clive, and Mr. Watts 
who attended him, took this Opportunity to 
ſolicit the aſſigning Funds for the Money that 
was ſtill due, and obtained from the Suba, 
though not without ſome Difficulty, all that 
they deſired. 2 


They like wie deſired, and obtained, that 


the Company's Grant of Lands might be ex- 
tended Northward from Calpee to Rangaful- 
lab, which, beſides the Augmentation of Ter- 
ritory, was in other Reſpects a Matter of Im- 
portance. 


The Nabob of Patna, whoſe Name was 
Ramnaram, againſt whom this Expedition was 
made, upon the Approach of the Suba's Army, 
offered to ſubmit, and to pay his Tribute regu- 
larly, if he was continued in his Government, 
and the Suba's Promiſe was guarantied by Co- 
lonel Clive. The Suba requeſted this as a Fa- 
vour of the Colonel, and defired that he would 
write a Letter to the Nabob, which he accord- 
ingly did; and upon the Faith of that Letter, 
he came and made his Submiſſion. The great 
Product of Patna is Salt-petre, about which 
there had been formerly continual Diſputes be- 
tween us and the Dutch. At preſent it was in 

the 
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the Hands of neither; but was ſtill a Mono- 
poly under a Leaſe. Colonel Clive and Mr. 
Matis, who knew the Conſequence of ſuch an 
Acquiſition to the Engliſb, propoſed the giving 
it in Leaſe to them, at the ſame Rate, which 
would be no Prejudice to the Suba ; and the 
Juncture being favourable, this Propoſition was 
complied with likewile, by which the Company 
are annually Gainers of about Two Lack and a 
Half of Rupees, or ſomething more than Thirty 
thouſand Pounds Sterling. It is evident, there- 
fore, from theſe Inſtances, that no favourable 
Opportunity was let flip, no ſingle Occaſion 
toft, that could be turned to the Company's 
Advantage. 
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This Expedition, as it effectually fixed the 
new Suba in that Dignity, naturally brings the 
Memoirs of this Revolution to their Period. 
We cannot, however, conclude without obſery- 
ing, that as there could not be any thing more 
melancholy than the Situation of the Company's 
Affairs, when the Settlement of Calcutta was 
overwhelmed and deſtroyed, ſo nothing can be 
3 more ſatisfactory than to contemplate the Ad- 

| vantages that have reſulted from this Alteration 

to the Eaſt India Company, the private and par- 

ticular Sufferers, and the Britiſb Subjects who 

either reſide in, or may hereafter 80 and reſide 
| in, 
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in, Bengal. In reference to the Company, the 
Treaty with the preſent Suba procured them 
an ample Indemnity, without tying them down 
to a Specification of Loſſes, which would have 
been not more impoſſible than improper. The 
Sum was ſuch as became the Rank and Gran- 
deur of him who gave, and was admirably 


ſuited to the Situation and Services of thoſe 


who received. The Point of Security is like- 
wiſe fully provided for ; the Settlement may 
be fortified in ſuch a Manner as to remove all 
Apprehenſions; at the ſame time that theſe 
mighty Conceſſions are made, they are made 
in a Method that renders them doubly valuable, 
not through Fear or Compulſion, but with all 
poſſible Marks of Confidence and Eſteem. The 
Intereſts of the Company, and the Country 
Government, are declared to be the ſame; and 
to prevent any Suſpicion of Alteration, they 
are allowed an unrivalled Superiority, and the 
Enemies of the one are to be of Courſe the 
Enemies of the other. There is a Proviſion, 
as far as ſuch a Proviſion can be made, that this 
Conjunction of Intereſts ſhall not be tempora- 
ry, but perpetual; ſince the Company is at 
Liberty to take whatever Meaſures ſhall ſeem 
moſt expedient for the Safety of her Settle- 
ments, which is as much as could be either &x- 


pected or deſired. 
| The 
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The Regard ſhewn, and the Proviſio on made, 


for all Degrees of Perſons, who ſuffered by. the 


Subverſion of the Colony, was equally equitable 
and honourable. The Company, and thoſe who 


' depended upon it, ſhared the good as well as the 


il Fortune that attended the different Admi- 
niſtrations in Bengal. There were many of the 
European Sufferers, who were abſolutely ruined 
and undone ; reduced from Opulence and Eaſe, | 
to Miſery and Want, by a ſudden, unforeſcen, 


and inevitable Misfortune. Theſe were re- 


ſtored to the Whole of what they had loſt, 
which was a Benefit to themſelves, and to 


their Creditors in other Parts of India and in 


Europe. Beſides, as many of them had ac- 
quired their Fortunes by their Induſtry, and 


had ſpent almoſt their whole Lives in this 


Climate, it was not only a Piece of Juſtice to 


Tecover for them what they had loſt, but a 
Point of true Policy to prevent the Terror of 


their Fate from having a miſchievous Opera- 
tion in ſucceeding Times, which other wiſe it 
might have had; and this too in many Re- 


ſpects. The extending this Reſtitution to the 


Fentoows and Armenians, was not only a very 
exemplary but a very generous Act of Bene- 


volence, founded in Principle. At the ſame 


time that it attached the particular Perſons 
who were relieved, it raiſed the Reputation of 
the 
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the Company. It revivetl; the Spirits of thoſe . 
uſeful Inhabitants, and gave a new Spring to 
their Activity and Induſtry, which were not 
only ſalutary Conſequences at the Time, but 
will be found more ſo in their Effects, and fa- _ 
cilitate the Execution of thoſe Deſigns that 
will be hereafter mentioned. This Tenderneſ 
for other Nations, this laudable Deſire that 
they ſhould ſhare in the Proſperity, who/ had 
been hurt by the Adverſity of the Eugliſb, 
might be ſet in a far ſtronger Light, if placed 


in Compariſon with the Conduct of others, with 


out ſtirring out of India; but as n vue be | 
| invidious, it is better omitted. . 


T bis ſtupendous Revolution may. be. all 
conſidered. as equally glorious and advantage 
ous to the Hritiſb Nation. We may be allowed 
to fay, becauſe the Fact cannot be diſputed, 
that it is a ſignal Proof of the Utility of Maris. | 
time Empire. As Commerce carries the Sub- 
jects of Britain every where, Britiſh Subjects 
every where experience Britiſh Protection: 
There are no Limits to our Naval Power, but 


thoſe. by which the Creator has confined the 


Globe. The Eaſt India Company was ſaved, 
and her Affairs reſtored, by the Attention and 
Arms of that Government by which ſhe was 
| ita , 99,6 of thole who would have to- 
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Hardſhips, and who muſt have been Beggars 


if ſubject to any other Power, are again eaſy in 
their Fortunes, and ſome of them have already 


tranſported their Effects to their native Coun- 
try; the proper Return for the Aſſiſtance theß 
derived from her maternal Affection; and 28 

theſe Events have diſtinguiſhed the preſent Age 
and the preſent Adminiſtration, ſo their Effects 


will probably be felt in ſucceeding Times. The 


Company, by an Acceſſion of Territory, has 
an Opportunity of making an ample Settle: 
ment; which, under proper Management, 
may be not only extremely ſerviceable to her, 


but alſo to the Nation; and having a Revenue 


from theſe Lands, the Mint at Calcutta, and 
the Leaſe of the Salt-petre at Patina, which 
amounts in the Whole to One hundred thou- 
ſand Pounds a Year, there is a Proviſion againſt 
future Dangers upon the Spot, and without far- 
ther Expence. Theſe Benefits have clearly 
ariſen from that Revolution of which we have 
given an Account, and are due to thoſe who 
conducted it. May the future Emoluments do 


the like Honour to thoſe who ſhall hereafter 
have the Care of the Company's and the Na- 


tion's Concerns 1 in the Indies! b 
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